


WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE PRIVATE EDl%CAT1[ON 

STRUGGLE TO SURVIOrlE? 

I f  p r iva te  education was ten years ago wmder- 
ing whether it wauld sumive, i t  today m p  w e l l  ask 
&ether i t  has reached the point &en it should give 
thought t o  w i t i n g  its l a s t  will a d  testament, As 
i f  that i n  *self were not a sad enough state of 
afferirs, there  a r e  more than a f e w  peo1~1e only 600 
ready ts a s s i s t  with w i t i n g  that f i n a l  t e s t a m n t ,  

1Clasue the  pr iva te  school, especial ly  the 
ehurch-related school, has made tremradous csn t r i -  
butions t o  education even before our nation cme 
i n t o  b e h g  200 years ago, and though i t  theref ore 
desemes t o  be regarded a s  forming a very sigfbifi- 
cant pa r t  i n  oar n a t l o n d  her i tage,  i t  is the "much 
l a t e r  on the  scene" public school which is looked 
upon as the  Idea l  h e r i s a n  system s f  education. 
As a r e s u l t ,  the  s y s t m  which helped put. this nation 
on i ts f ee t ,  which contr%buted much t o  its in te l lee -  
t ua l ,  moral., and s p i r i t u a l  well-being, and whieka is 
s t i l l  able  t o  provide such qua l i ty  education a t  
v i r t u a l l y  no cost  t o  those not i n  sympathy with 
its offer ings  -- t h i s  t r u ly  American i n s t i t u t i o n  
is i n  e f f e c t  being advised t ha t  i f  i t  can no longer 
make it on i ts  own, it should ' 'quietly fold  i ts 
t e n t  and s t e a l  away." Is t h i s  t o  be pr iva te  edu- 
cat ion 's  reward f o r  a l l  i t  contributed t o  the 
foundation and development of t h i s  country? For 
our country a s  a whole t o  assume such an a t t i t u d e  
is tantamount t o  b i t fng  the  hand t h a t  fed and 
nourished her  through her  d i f f i c u l t  formative 
years and which still s t r i v e s  t o  supply t ha t  in- 
gredient which our public education is i n  no posi- 
t i on  t o  supply, but  which is more needed today than 
ever before; namely, an education t ha t  deals  with 
the  building and shaping of students '  moral character.  
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mat, ehen, i s  t he  prabPm v i e h  which pxivate 
education h a  ts grapple? 2%-e sac gane tha$ faces 
publ ic  sducaeion -- $%wanees, Everyane kwoas how 
the cost of educatj-on i n  general has escalated ac  
sn a%azmbng ra&e durdzxg $he las"d:ee&e, PW~ila &tie 
p t ~ f l i g  srzhool caw 9,sk fey gaxaa, $he px&- - 

ec:ho~j- ".as had to L,~;i:y+sc+e j>;:s .;-:$~"G$I 2-0 :?ses 
3 ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ 3 e ~ ~ g ~ , ~ ~ ~  - C e-gpse~sed it-, only ej~ zAff~~l~4.;*)a c - g  9 ~ 3 = 5  - - z A T - ~ ~ ~  r *+=--  

can afford -it, 

13owevex, there i s  Z C ~ I : ~  :Q Thz pxoblc2~1 ~kan 
juag ehe f i n a n z i a l  cr$sis, +kt the xoat oE eke 
problem are the  contradictory phj Xcsoph i e s  5-valved 
Private education clien~s are ~bzough eheir  Ca:xEG 

6mpe%le6 to s u p p ~ r e  a sys$e%~ W ~ B C ~  we believe 
fuadmenta l lg  indoctrAnat2s a s g s ~ e ~ 2  sf  belief2 
which t h e  S ~ p ~ e m e  CQUI:~ has labeled a "xe%%gianU'; 
nmelp,  "Secular Exman&sm! '"Torsasso Case a f  19613 
Bn other  wordsP %he so-called xe l ig iaus  neu&ralicy 
sf  publ ic  edueatian is a mggh. me center o f  i t s  
philasophg %s man m d  his acemp%ishments, whereas 
the private sehsol has Gad and His gracious d-%hsgo- 
sition fn mrfst to sinful  w m  as its philosophy, 

By eqecg ing  $he akosates of private educa- 
tian ts foot tfte entfre b i l l  f o r  their pr$.va%e 
school education a s  well as paying a high tax ts 
help support pub1 ic education is an impossible 

burden. And t ha t ,  we maintain, i s  a lso  a v io l a t i sn  
of the F i r s t  bendment f o r  the non-public school 
advocate, and a most f lagrant  one a t  t ha t ,  because 
i e  mounts to prohibit ing ishe free exercise of m e ' s  
religiofl.  When w i l l  the  opponents sZ private  edu- 
cat ion realize t ha t  chis prshbbit isn is unconstitu- 
eionall, 

Nor is that all, h organ%zatdow l i k e  the 
Civil  L iber t i e s  Union, i s  constantly oa guard to 
forestall any gave ental  aid accruing to t he  
pr%vare SC~OOP sec Yet, j u s t  th$s spr ing,  
Apr ia  1975, the CLU brsaght  suit a st a munici- 
p a l f k y  i n  Minnesota because said e 
banned eopless hwcers at an enteztaiment cen$er, 
an $he grounds t h a  i t  was a ~ ~ f s l a t i a n  of personal  
freedom, It would thew seem tha t  a t  leas% some 
opponents sf prfvate education are ready $0 favor 
h a t  tan be de%%ruc%%ve of mora%s bu t  oppose 
what i s  conducive to incuIea$ing g s ~ d  moral ck-- a& ae- 
ter ia children and gomg people through esnscien- 
t i ous  re l igious edueatfan, Is not gh%s an i ~ o n % c  
situation and a& &e same &%me a warning t h a t  ua- 
less some klnd s f  rel$ef i s  p r o ~ ~ f d e d  fo r  privaee 
education, there sasw a f P 1  be aalg negative forces 
at work in the l ives of our impressionable young 
people? $8: i s  bad enough now, when we hear of 8he 
alaming rate sf increase in crime on the p a r t  s f  
teenagers especial ly ,  If grgvate education is not 
gfven a chance t o  provide a wholesome antidote we 
may soon find ourselves i n  a ve r i t ab l e  jungle as 
f a r  as public morals is concerned, 

h o t h e r  exawpke of the kind of s p p o s f t i m  
the  Christ ian f inds  himself facing these days i s  
a court  decision t ha t  was made i n  Tennessee. 
Tennessee had a l a w  which s t a t e d  t h a t  books must 
give a l te rna t ive  views on the  or ig in  of things,  
the  b i b l i e a l v i e w  of creat ion as w e l l  as evolution, 
Groups l i k e  the Nashville chapter of Americans 
United f o r  the  Separation of Church and S ta t e  took 
the  matter t o  court  on cons t i tu t iona l  grounds. 
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The Sixth U. S. Court of Appeals held t h a t  law t o  
be unconsti tutional i n  the spring o f  1975. Thus 
there  is a law which does not even give people the 
option of hearing some kind of a l t e rna t ive  t o  the  
usually accepted theory of evolution. We would 
not say the  public school should be required t o  
reach Creation a s  an explanation fo r  the source of 

then s t r i k ing  them fear less ly  t o  earth, 
the Court professes t o  defend the Estab- 
l i s h e n t  Clause of the F i r s t  h e n b e n t ,  
In the process, i t  ignores the Free 
Exercise Clause altogether.  

&at we have in t h i s  world, but  i t  certainly could ~ . . m . B e . a . B B  

and even should be taught as a viable alternative. 
The next step could easily follow -- that the State 
require also a l l  non-public schools t o  teach evolu- 
t i o a  as the sc iengi f ic  eqlansefsn f o r  the origin 
af saxr ~ 0 1 % P d r  mere eaald also be a Iaw rsquirhg 

istic approach in the teaching of social 
s tud ies  and other  subjects ,  Let 80 me say %t 
cannot happen fn America when we see what is hap- 
penhg  right now. 

S t i l l  another indicat ion & k t  the inequity 
h i c b  &rains  betsaeen private  a d  pub8%c education 
is increasing is the recent Supre= Court decision 
(May 1975) relative t o  a i d  t o  children i n  non- 
public schaols. This decision struck down a 
Pennsylvania l a w  *ieh provided for the loaning 
of imtruct ional  materials, suck as mgazines , 
f i h a  mdl microscopes, t o  church-related privaw 
schools, In the saE rulgng, &fae Court alss de- 
clared t h a t  it would be c s n t r a ~ g ~  t o  lm i f  state- 
employed teachers provided specialized services ,  
such as remedial reading o r  a id  t o  retarded 
children,  i n  such church-related schools, 

I n  react ion t o  t h i s  decision, c o l  
James 3. Rilpatr ick commented: 

I n  the  Pennsylvania case,  a majority of 
the  Court flew off i n to  great  white clouds 
of conjecture i n  order t o  n u l l i f y  the  
state's e f f o r t  t o  a id  i n  the  education of 
all its children. The e f f e c t  here is t o  
a l i gn  the  Court pos i t ive ly  against  r e l i -  
gion. By s e t t i n g  up imaginary e v i l s ,  and 

It may be -- I suggest t h i s  w i t h  great 
caution as one wtro i s  w a q  o f  any amendment 
t o  the  constftution -- it may b e  t h a t  an 
mendment should be considered t h a t  would 
compel the Csurt and the several seates t a  
ereat a l l  ch i ld ren  aPEke i n  term6 of t h e i r  
educat ion,  

Clbviously , the Equal Ps~tectlsn Clause 
o f  t he  14 th  h e n b e n t  i s  not enough.* 

People should give some though% t o  the i m p l i -  
cations of t he  court  dec is ion  rendered on the  re fusa l  
o f  the kmhmish i n  Wisconsin t o  send %heir children ;c 
t he  p u b l i c  school. Xsn an opdnion rendered by th2 
Supreme Court i n  the  sa-called Yoder Case (1992), 
the Cl1le.E Jus t i ce  said that  the  p u b l i c  school p h i l -  
osophy i s  l ros t l l e  to  the Arnish wag of l i fe .  It is 
no less an authority than the Supreme Court  which 
has made t ha t  judgment! Isn't tha t  exactly what. 
the proponents of church-related education have 
been saying all along, that public education un- 
dermines and is antagonist ic t o  the Christ ian's  
beliefs and ideals? It would seem that the Amish, 
who follow the Scripture in a ra ther  l imited way 
generally, have far deeper convictions i n  this 
par t icu la r  matter than many who have been w e l l  
indoctrinated i n  Scr ipture  but who by t h e i r  silence 
approve what, by the highest court i n  the  land, has 
been cal led a "hosti le" type of education. 

* Mankato Free Press, ato, Minnesota, May 28,  1975, 



The Sixth U. S. Court of Appeals held t h a t  law t o  
be unconsti tutional i n  the spring o f  1975. Thus 
there  is a law which does not even give people the 
option of hearing some kind of a l t e rna t ive  t o  the  
usually accepted theory of evolution. We would 
not say the  public school should be required t o  
reach Creation a s  an explanation fo r  the source of 

then s t r i k ing  them fear less ly  t o  earth, 
the Court professes t o  defend the Estab- 
l i s h e n t  Clause of the F i r s t  h e n b e n t ,  
In the process, i t  ignores the Free 
Exercise Clause altogether.  

&at we have in t h i s  world, but  i t  certainly could ~ . . m . B e . a . B B  

and even should be taught as a viable alternative. 
The next step could easily follow -- that the State 
require also a l l  non-public schools t o  teach evolu- 
t i o a  as the sc iengi f ic  eqlansefsn f o r  the origin 
af saxr ~ 0 1 % P d r  mere eaald also be a Iaw rsquirhg 

istic approach in the teaching of social 
s tud ies  and other  subjects ,  Let 80 me say %t 
cannot happen fn America when we see what is hap- 
penhg  right now. 

S t i l l  another indicat ion & k t  the inequity 
h i c b  &rains  betsaeen private  a d  pub8%c education 
is increasing is the recent Supre= Court decision 
(May 1975) relative t o  a i d  t o  children i n  non- 
public schaols. This decision struck down a 
Pennsylvania l a w  *ieh provided for the loaning 
of imtruct ional  materials, suck as mgazines , 
f i h a  mdl microscopes, t o  church-related privaw 
schools, In the saE rulgng, &fae Court alss de- 
clared t h a t  it would be c s n t r a ~ g ~  t o  lm i f  state- 
employed teachers provided specialized services ,  
such as remedial reading o r  a id  t o  retarded 
children,  i n  such church-related schools, 

I n  react ion t o  t h i s  decision, c o l  
James 3. Rilpatr ick commented: 

I n  the  Pennsylvania case,  a majority of 
the  Court flew off i n to  great  white clouds 
of conjecture i n  order t o  n u l l i f y  the  
state's e f f o r t  t o  a id  i n  the  education of 
all its children. The e f f e c t  here is t o  
a l i gn  the  Court pos i t ive ly  against  r e l i -  
gion. By s e t t i n g  up imaginary e v i l s ,  and 

It may be -- I suggest t h i s  w i t h  great 
caution as one wtro i s  w a q  o f  any amendment 
t o  the  constftution -- it may b e  t h a t  an 
mendment should be considered t h a t  would 
compel the Csurt and the several seates t a  
ereat a l l  ch i ld ren  aPEke i n  term6 of t h e i r  
educat ion,  

Clbviously , the Equal Ps~tectlsn Clause 
o f  t he  14 th  h e n b e n t  i s  not enough.* 

People should give some though% t o  the i m p l i -  
cations of t he  court  dec is ion  rendered on the  re fusa l  
o f  the kmhmish i n  Wisconsin t o  send %heir children ;c 
t he  p u b l i c  school. Xsn an opdnion rendered by th2 
Supreme Court i n  the  sa-called Yoder Case (1992), 
the Cl1le.E Jus t i ce  said that  the  p u b l i c  school p h i l -  
osophy i s  l ros t l l e  to  the Arnish wag of l i fe .  It is 
no less an authority than the Supreme Court  which 
has made t ha t  judgment! Isn't tha t  exactly what. 
the proponents of church-related education have 
been saying all along, that public education un- 
dermines and is antagonist ic t o  the Christ ian's  
beliefs and ideals? It would seem that the Amish, 
who follow the Scripture in a ra ther  l imited way 
generally, have far deeper convictions i n  this 
par t icu la r  matter than many who have been w e l l  
indoctrinated i n  Scr ipture  but who by t h e i r  silence 
approve what, by the highest court i n  the  land, has 
been cal led a "hosti le" type of education. 

* Mankato Free Press, ato, Minnesota, May 28,  1975, 



It should, then, be evident t ha t  we a u s t  review 
our whole thinking i n  the matter of seeking some 
kind of r e l i e f  from t h i s  "bondage" t o  which w e  
through the  years have become subjected. Worse, 
ie amounts t o  a tyranny of conscience when a 
aristian parent, because of  the limitation of h i s  
resources, i s  forced to expcse h i s  childten t o  the 
philosophy of public education which is hostile to 
what he believes and what he w m t s  h i s  children go 
be l i eve .  What is so wrong about a Christian's 
appealing for sclne relief, such as having sme o f  
rhe money extracted from him i n  t a e s  for the 
support of pub l i c  education (which, remember, is 
inimical to h i s  Christian philosophy) returned t o  
him so ebar he can give h i s  ehildren the  kind of 
bringing up that will not contradict what he 
believes is most importasE t o  them and him, the 
salvation of their souls. It is rather inberest- 
ing t ha t  the matter of chaaneling t ax  monies to 
church-related schools is today accepted practice 
in practically every modern nation except the 
UnAted States and Rassfa, 

Chrisrian parents and educarors will do well 
tc rmeder soae of the things called to theit 
a t ten t ion  by Francis Brown in the Naeional Review 
(March 12, 1968) . He maintained that the American 
State infringes on ehe aead c freedom of churches 
which conduct schools, of teachers who have an 
educational philosophy other than the states, and 
of parents and students d o  wish to seek an eduea- 
tion with a philosophy of t h e i r  choice. Be a l so  
made the  obsearation t h a t ,  "Powerful Pwtes t an t  
aad secu l a r i s t  backing of the  s t a t e  public school 
system haa thus f a r  prevented the icng-overdue 
assessment of the harm the American state has done 
t o  private schooling." (235) And what was h i s  
advice or  jud nt? "They ( the supporters of 
&or&-related education) must bring t h e i r  case 
to the public and t o  both federal  a d  state legis-  
l a t o r s  instead of waiting about nervously for  the  
next challenge from such enemies of academic free- 
dom i n  t h i s  matter a s  the American Civi l  Liber t ies  

Union (ACLU), the  American Huolanist Association, the 
berican Jewish Congress, the  Horace 
Proteseants and Other h e r i e m s  (POAU 
Murray ~'Ulair, they must bring their own grievances 
to t h e  courts, mey must re-exmiwe state consti- 
t u t i o a s  a d  seek to remove thezefrm 811 ba~r fe r s  
to ecada ie  freedom. Final ly ,  they muse urge edu- 
eatimal as~ociations on all levels, and i n  pargieu- 
lar ehe ker ican h s o e i a t i ~ n  Q Z  Univexsity ProPes- 
soas (AAUP), t o  take up the s t rugg le  fo r  t h i s  aspect 
of acadmic freedm with eke 2u%l force s f  t h e i r  
res~uree8,  energies, and pmers," "(236) 

There has been s o w  progress i n  t h i s  respect. 
AC least 23  seates supply bus transportation, wholly 
or  i n  p a r t ,  ts chi ldren a&$endiwg non-public schocls, 
Ten sta@es have lava making $t poss ib le  to loan 
textbooks to prlivate schools, (Two states actual ly  
outlawed textbook loans, which iadiea~es how far 
people will go ta keep privaee school children from 
g e t t i n g  even a saala fsacelsn s f  ' ' ~ q u a l  treatment " 1  
Altogether, 31 seates provide a i d  ta non-public 
schools i n  one o r  more o f  the following ways -- 
transpartatfan, books, and a u x k l i a q  servhes, 
That i s  a healthy QO per cent. That is bu t  a p i t -  
tance agains t  what real ly 2s j u s t l y  due privaee 
schools, which are also perdoming a p u b l i c  func- 
t f ~ n  by edueatiag people who Psm p a r t  o f  t h e  
general citizenry ef the land. A t  the same bgm,  
it indieaces t h a t  there are a nmber sf  areaE in 
privately financed education about which the  
leaders o f  ehe land are rightly concerned and to 
which they can lend so= v e q  helpful assistance, 

Incidentally, it is sheer nonsense to argue 
that  i f  the gave *ether federal or state ,  
directs a f e w  do to church-sponsored educa- 
tion the murch ediately in possession of 
that  much money oting i ts  particular mi@- 
sion or  religious educational program. When one 
keeps In  ra%nd t ha t  the  State of Minnesota dll at 
the  end of the present biennium be giving s t a t e  aid 
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unt of $970 for e v e q  child in the ele- 
mentary and secondary schools i n  the  s t a t e ,  one 
begins t o  see how much education is costing today, 
and by the  sme token how much the private educa- 
t i o n  sector is paying f o r  the operation of its 
~ c h o o l s ,  t o  supportgng the  paBblic 
school p ught t o  be evident then that 
s m e  fom of rebief $8 called fo r  i f  the private 
school is to have any chance for survival, relief 
which can, dvithout v io l a t i an  sf church-state sepa- 
ra t ion  pr inciples ,  be directed towards those func- 
tfons of the non-public schools A i e h  are the  sme 
as those of the general public schools, similar to 
chose l i s t e d  above, plus others. 

A l m o s t  ten years ago the U. S . = Chamber of 
rce made this rec esdati~n when i ts  "Task 
on Econwic Growth and Opportunities" reported, 

"If a l l  parents,  a t  every income level, could choose 
between sending their children t o  publ ic  schools and 
sending their children t o  approved private schools 
a t  publ ic  expense, both public and private education 
would improve as schools attempted to attract and 
hold pupils. Businessmen should press f o r  &he full- 
est possible consideration of proposals designed t o  

fan in education, Local, state ,  and 
nts should consider legislation 
le cornmities to adopt progrms 

establishing a public-private option for a l l  c h i l -  
dren. Universit ies and educational associations 
should sgonsor s ssi.r%fms $a eq1-e the advantages, 
appropriate procedures, and possible p i t f a l l s  of 
es tabl ishing educational competition." (Third 
Beport, Pre-publication Release. ) 

P t  should a lso  be evident that t h i s  i s  a aattex 
mer which concerned ar i s t iaa  parents sh~%~bHd be 
doing some real femcnt praying. Pnd what Christians 
pray for  they should automatically be working fo r ,  
too. The same parents can consult  like-minded 
parents o r  f r iends  of pr ivate  education t o  see what 
they, without compromising any Scr ip tura l  pr inciples ,  

can do t o  h a l t  t h i s  "starving out" of private or  
church-related education, It is t h e  for concerned 
supporters of church-related schools to t&e the 
in8ti%tive and strongly appeal for same badly weeded 
relief - either i n  the fom of some kind of t ax  
credit or i n  the f o m  of unrestricted vouchers 
with which they could secure some gave 
for m o m t  that somwhat compensates them for 

lie" fmctigsn t h e i r  church schools are 
ng, m r  ehureh people already aceepf, 

even sue for ,  tax exemption for ehheir parsonages, 
h i c h  gets to be  a form o f  governraengal ah3 t o  
religious instit~tions, A mrfstlan should have 
the  pr ivi lege o f  asking for  equity in t h e  f i e l d  of 
education w i t h  the same r i g h t  and same good con- 
science as the Apostle  Paul  could have when asking 
for  e q u i t y  and fa i rness i n  t h e  area o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
for himself in h i s  day. An objective study o f  h i s  
r i g h t s  as a tax-paying and church-going c i t i zen  
should lead one to see t h a t  there not only 
be no conf l ic t  involved when eccepting gove 
a id  fo r  prAvate edueatAon, but also tha% h i s  re- 
ligiously oriented education i s  morally, l e g a l l y ,  
and csnstitatisnaBlg entitled t o  a fare share of 
the monies raised fo r  educational purposes. 

To help our  readers t o  understand the  ph i l -  
osophy of present day education and t o  appreciate 
what we regard as a sane Scriptural view on govern- 
mental aid ta church-related schools we are pre- 
senting ews articles on th is  matter, both of %hem 
penned by B, W e  Teigen, presgdent meritus of 
Bethany Lueheran College, Mmkato, Mfnwesota. The 
first is a reprint frm the LmW SYeaiOD QUMTmLY, 
VI, 2. 1965, and the second an a r t i c l e  prepared just 
recently. We are offering such mater ia l  i n  the 
pages of this journal because it is our convictian 
that i f  the  private education sector does not speak 
up and i n s t i t u t e  some counter moves, the  day i s  not 
far off  when we shall not only lose the tax bene- 
f i t s  we do s t i l l  enjoy (such as tax exemption for 
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ch property, deductions of church contribu- 
), but with t h a t  even more of the kind of 

ucation which alone can benef i t  i t s  rec ip ien ts  
o r  time and e t e rn i ty ,  

-- M. H. Otto, Editor 

aWlE HOPE Its OURS 

"slehen s h a l l  the kgng say unto them on H i s  right 
hand; Cme, ye blessed of Hy Father, %wl-Perit the 
kingdom prepared for  you from the foundation of the 
w ~ r l d f "  "Come, sheep to your Shepherd; d i s c i p l e s  
t o  your Master' Come, My brothers and sisters: 
Come from darkness into l i g h t ,  from the stcsrv seas 
t o  the haven of r e s t ,  from the b a t t l e  t o  the t r i m p h ;  
from l&or  ta r e s t ,  from slavery t o  l i be r ty ,  come and 
join  the company sf  aaagels, % h a  earth t o  heaven, 
from death to l i f e ,  f m m  &me ta glary: Cme, all 
who have belPeved Word and praise, receive the 
end of your faith! Inherit the  Kingdom prepared fo r  
you even before the  world was madel" Notice the 
ward "'i&erit"! ehxBat meanns ts say, "mTjbs Kingdom 
was prepared far you before the world was made; for 
you I purchased it  with my blood, ;orad because you 
are a l l  children of the heavenly Father by f a i t h  i n  
M e ,  you are My brothers and s i s t e r s :  This Kingdom 
Ps yours not as a loan which you w i l l  have t o  give 
up again; i t  is your ever las t ing  possession^ Nor 
do you receive only a p a r t  of it; you receive the  
whole Kingdom, a l l  the  b l i s s ,  a l l  the  glory of 
heaven w i l l  be yours ; the  righteousness of the  
s a i n t s ,  the  robes of white, the  unfading crowns, 
the  t r e e  of l i fe ,  the temple of the  l iving G Q ~ ,  
the harps of p ra i se ,  Come, t a k e . i t  as your pos- 
session; i t  is your inheritance which s h a l l  not 
be taken m a y  from you! " -- Source Unknown 

THE PHILOSOPHIC AND RELIGIOUS FOUNDATIONS OF 

MODERN EDUCATION* 

B. W e  'Feiigen 

me puqose of  th is  paper i s  to exmine same 
sf the assumptions that are made regarding modern 
state educaf8sn today; also ts study some s f  the 
shapers o f  thought in. modem educatioea, seeking to 
f i n d  the i r  basic philosophic premises and then 
obseming haw these ideas have become an integral 
part of modem education, 

A cgsmon assmptiow that needs t o  be put under 
the microscope is t h a t  the  state sehosl s y s t a  i s  
neut ra l  when i t  c s to moral and re l ig ious  teach- 
ing. This assumption, so widely held also in our 
circles, is mainlained w i t h  great insiateagse, a%- 
though it may be granted that  perhaps sametimes 
one may f i n d  some peripheral  elements o f  r e l i g i o n  
attached to the state system, such as Bible read- 
ing,  a generalized prayer, and that gar$lcu%ar 
bane of $he Lutheran pastor ,  the  Baccalaureate 
sembce, %s has not heard t h i s  assmption stated 
i n  words sjinnifar t o  t h i s :  In  the public school sr 
college ckaracterleolding taltes place outside the  
classroom, W e  want Christ ian schools and colleges 
t o  do what is not being done elsewhere; narmely, 
t o  t r a i n  the whole person, 

A recent wrfter t o  the  S t .  Paul Pioneer Press 
(3/17/65) assumes t ha t  from a re l ig ious  point  of 
view, the public school i s  neutral-and therefore 
i ts t o t a l  support is  the only way t o  maintain re- 
l ig ious  l i b e r t y  i n  our countrye Be wri tes :  

* Reprinted from Volume VI, No. 2, December, 1965, 

- 11 - 
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@"$r: me advacates of publ ic  a i d  ro  private m d  
parochial schools are their worse en-ies, meg 
consider those o f  U8 Who defend the principle of 
church-atate separation as paranteed to us under 
our Gaastitution as antagonistic; whereas, on the 
contrary, we have t he i r  bestl iraterests cat heart when 
a o b j e e ~  $$o h a f n g  p&l%fc f m d s  used t o  a i d  ia any 
degree hagsoever private and sec ta r i a  schcols.'" 
(This leeter was direcged especially againbnsl: 6he 
1965 b i l l  before the Mwnesota legis lature to pro- 
vide scbsoP bus aid fo r  all chfldren a0 xaat&er what 
schcol tbey attend.) 

me does not quesgi~n the  Baudab12a inkent  o f  
such pronouncmeats, a d  one does n a t  have aay 
doubt t ha t  ehsse who have t h i s  view are t ry ing  %s 
be helpful i n  solving sme knotty p r s b l a s  tha t  
confxsne all sf us tsday, mere i s  nevertheless 
a slmber2ng assmption here %hat must be carefully 
exaiaed; nmelg, tha t  certain sehsols can be  
neu t ra l  w i t h  regard to the inculcagion o f  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s  and values .I 

Bug suppose, far a moaent, cha% nodern educa- 
t ion  as exewlifbed in the sea%e school system 
f ~ m  kindergarten through graduaee school does 
hme sme pregty  h p o r t a n t  philossphfcal and re- 
ligious presapgosigions, and whi&, by being 
superbly ig%ealca6ed, br ing about @me real wn- 
sequences in the spir$tual and moral mkeup s f  
i t s  produces, we should then be f u l l y  infa-med 
regarding them, If these assmptfons should f l y  
direct ly  in the dace of our deepest convictions, 
we have a real problem on aar hands as t o  what 
m shall  ds with our children, %kis groblm ~ o b :  
only confronts the Pmdividard mristim parent but 
also &ke church. 'Ilhe naaeitude of th i s  problem, 
csmidering the dl-embracing influence of the 
modern state  school, staggers one so that it almost 
paralyzes the mind, W e  is tempted to say with the 
Heminmay character h e n  faced with the probletfa o f  

the discoveq o f  ev i l  and disorder:  "YOU betger  net 
eh%& a b ~ u e  iee8@ 

Suppose, fu r ther ,  t h a t  perhaps you can make 

A word uZ tzaugion before we proeeecz a ~ ~ h  "zz- 
"her, -a* ge are thinking in Bmad te-ms 02 modern 
edueazion as a a~vesen t ;  fo r  the assg part this 
:All be the gove ent-suppszted educational spstsa; 
31is mmmenC, bowever, v%11 d s o  inelude some kade- 
peadene schools and colleges and, o f  caurse, tade- 
pendene leader8 and ehinkers who are aot ateached 
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If one begins to look into the literature, 
surprisingly enough one does rot find any reluctance 
aril, the  p a r t  of the modem educationaaist to declare 
that he does and must teach re l ig ion .  The educa- 
tional Policy Comission,  an arm of the  powerful 
NEA, holds that "knowledge about re l ig ion  is essen- 
tial for a full understanding of our culture lit- 
erature, art,  l ~ i s t a r y ,  and current  affairs ,  q 7 3  

Prof. Phenix of Teachers College, Columbia 
University, said: (There is) "no teacher, no school 
which can escape the problem of life orientation, 
the ultimate conrmitments by which each person must 
live. Every analysis of life culture must take ac- 
count either implicitly or explicitly of those funda- 
mental commitments which underlie every h 
This is precisely the domain of religion .... Thus, 
we teach religion in the schools, whether we would 
or notsW4 

The Jamauary 1965 issue of the NER Journal 
carries an article called " k r a l  Values and our 
Universities" by William Sloan Coffin, Jr. The 
article begins by quoting approvingly the words of 
the late President Whitney Griswold of Yale: "Every 
basic institution bears a direct responsibility for 
society's moral health. The university bears a 
large and exceptionally important part of this re- 
sponsibility" (p . 8) . The MEA .Journal of Education 
(April 1965) has a full page on "Faith of American 

____I 

Teachers. " It begins with-~enr~ Be Adarns' quota- 
tion: "A teacher affects eternity. He can never 
tell where his influence stops" (p. 11). There i s .  
a religious fervor about the +ole page that would 
make it fit into a denominational paper: gladly, 
reverently, confidently, proudly, hopefully -- 
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do I teach, e tc .  Frederick J. McDonald, writ ing i n  
the  63rd Yearbook, Par t  I, of the NSSE, Theories of 
Learning and Inst ruct ion (Chicago: U. Of Chicago 
Press, 1964) says: "Because education is a moral 
enterpr ise ,  educators have always felt t h a t  they 
needed a philosophy. John Dewey provided one that 
had enormoue appeal and seemed peculiarly adapted 
t o  the  problem of the  school .in h e r i c a n  Society. 
No v iab le  subs t i t u t e  has been offered f o r  Dewey's 
philosophy. " (p. 24) 

These a r e  f a i r l y  typ ica l  statements which could 
be multiplied without a great  dea l  of research. 
6haracter-training is, of course, an iqortmt part 
of public education. The average teacher on the 
f i r i n g  l i n e  is tremendously in te res ted  i n  t h i s .  

le  of t h i s  working down to the  grass- 
roo ts  l eve l ,  l e t  me quote from a dispatch from the 
Mankato ~ r e e  Press (8/27/62) which reported on the  

workshop at  S t .  Cloud S ta te  College attended by 
230 teachers, The chief speaker was D r .  Lawrence 
Berthick, Commissioner of Education f o r  four years 
under President Efsmhower and l a t e r  the  NEA's 
Assistant  Executive Secretary fo r  educational ssp- 
vf ce : "Derthick discussed senses. 'Do we want 
brains  alone o r  character too? ' , he asked. ' I 
don' t want a b ra in  who is a Klaus Fuchs ( ~ r i t i s h  
atom s c i e n t i s t  who spied fo r  ~ u s s i a ) .  W e  waste our 
resources i f  we concern ourselves only with those 
vho have academic s k i l l s ,  We need people wfth a 
sense of se l f ishness  (se l f lessness?) .  W e  need a 
responsible c i t izenship '  . " 

These are s inply repe t i t ions  of the  statement 
of the  n a t u r a l i s t  philosopher, Herbert Spencer : 
"Education has f o r  its object  the  formation of 
character. f'5 

One would agree with these goals as f a r  as 
they go but  they would be unsat isfactory i f  this 
was the  t o t a l  extent  of then. And then one would 

want to knaw dove a l l  whag i s  Che mseivatisn for  
such gods. POP exawle, if nothing mare i s  meant 
z b n  *at the Rev, V % l l i m  A, Wendt reporto about 
the Unitarfm dnraiseer, %he Rev, Jmes Reeb, raeentky 
k i l l e d  in Mabma, a Lutheran mris$%an ( a l l  &rig- 
tians for that matter) would be horrified: "Me could 
not have ciared less about whether they were going to 
heaven. Be cared *ere they were going now."6 This 

a r i ze s  the great  s ecu l a r i s t i c  religion of today. 

To get  a t  the  kind of r e l i g ion  which serves as 
the bas i s  f o r  the morality taught i n  modern educa- 
t ion,  one should look a t  its beginntngs, and t race  
through the his tory  of thought t ha t  has accompanied 
its development, 

Originally,  i n  t h i s  country education was 
t o t a l l y  i n  the  hands of p r iva te  and independent 
agencies. For a l l  p rac t i ca l  purposes it was the  
church ( i n  i ts various organizational expressions) 
which Eos tered education, In  general, presupposi- 
t i ons  which served a s  the  bas i s  fo r  education were 
Christ ian,  evangelical ,  Protes tant ,  and Calvinis t ic .  
There were, however, var ia t ions  depending on the  
settlement. 

The public school took shape i n  the  f i r s t  half  
of the 19th Century under the  d i rec t ion  of Horace 
Mann (1796-1858). In 1837, a t  t he  passage i n  Massa- 
chuset ts  of t he  Education Law, M r .  Mann (who had 
been president of the  Massachusetts Senate) became 
Sta t e  Secretary of Education. In t h i s  posi t ion and 
later as the  f i r s t  president of Antioch College, 
and through h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  wri t ing,  he was so 
i n f luen t i a l  f n the  development of the  publf c school 
t h a t  he has been ap t ly  cal led the  "father of the 
common s c h ~ o ~ ~ ' '  the founder sf herfcan s t a t e  
educat.bon. 
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From your church history you will recall that 
in New England there had already 

.ccumed the great defection frm the evangelical 
re l igion embodied in h i s to r i ca l  Congregabionalfsm 
and Asglicanism. t o  Unitasianism, While Yale was 
st i l l  f a i r l y  ssnse+\rat$ve, Narvard sad -bstun a%e 
I;niearian. Horace Mam l s  a Uaitasiara, a produce 
of: the Age of Reason, and as slxch hbs edacagiolnal 
ghilssuphy d B 1  represene his  view@, Associate 
Pro f ,  Tlnlothy Smith o i  t k ~ c  ijtrlvesrslty af XLnaesc&$ 
skwma+izes h i s  thetllogkcal pas19lc+n in ihesi: word; : 
$+ST aqual ly  great: eaafusL3xi 31s s ~ t - , 2 ~ c 4  from t b  e my ch 

rhat the %ax--suppor%ed schilsi sya?:em established 
13. mid-19th Cera",~y iavrerics w a s  esseneially gad 
neCg ,,,arf.lg s e e u t a ~  i n  cRaraeLer, b wuch ware 
aceurata descripeloa would call  $% 3 wow-sectarian 
Bsa$eseant Systm, zhough th%s des%g2a$iaa, Coa, 
would be sazbjece go ameraus local .s~arias$ons, $: 

smetimes %ease my friends by reminding them. that 
Horace Mann himself sough'c to remove E p ~ m  ^ihe pub- 
l i e  S C ~ O O X  ~Xe8sr0$3ms only $hose e~~ange l ica l  exeT- 
cAses and Eaachiogs x&tieh he ax~d other good Uni- 
garians f suz~d -  objecttanable, Be was p e r f e c t l y  
agreeable tha t  ehe reading o f  the Bible he  re- 
tained,  MeeRodBsts, as it happened, $oak the same 
position, i n  p a r t ,  no doubt .from she fac t  .that up 
u ~ t i 1  that  time they a h o  had been a rePigBoebss 
minor1 ey . "7 

Mann believed tha t  " i f  God i s  Q U ~  FakRer, all 
Ben must be our brethrenaW8 

Professor Lawrence A, Cremgn o f  Golmbfa 
University says ghat mnn 8 8 ~ m e  increasingly $0 

believe Ehae certain c sn  principles could be 
cu l l ed  frm the several sectarian creeds and made 
the esre sf  a body sf re l ig ious  dsctr%we sn which 
all could agree. For Hangti, these were the great 
principles of 'natural religion' -- these truths 
whi& had been given in the Bible and demonstrated 
in the course of h i s t o r y .  The fact t%at t h i s  new 
corpus of knowledge closely resembled h j s  own 

~ t f m i s t i c  hmmistic.%%nitariaim did  not s e a  to 
ero&le hime Mar did questions about 'which ver- 
siow o f  the Bible' from %raghalie a d  Jew%sh eitf-  
zens, k f  the Wozd o f  Gad --- persanified i n  ehe 
Wag Jmes Bible --- were eaughe wiehoue cement, 
how esuhd tha t  eoneeivably be seemrfan? P f  $he 
Fatherhood o f  Gad were taught 8s the  foandatisn o f  
the  b~otherhoad sf men, how esuld  that  be sectarian? 
Farm really raised these questions zhe tor i sa l ly ,  and 
ehe o v e r h e h d n g l y  Proteseant people of Massachu- 
setts seeaed k311Sng &a g s  along wi$h h h ,  once he 
had fought and defeazed E h c  Bore vigarsus sectar- 
ians  among & h a .  "9 

P u ~ e h e r ,  Rushdaony, on the basis o f  a q l y  
daementatfon, declares that aceording to Mann, 
"the sgate thus f s  ehe basic fnstftutfon dad there- 
fare the basic eduea$isaal instieution,"' (p, 2 6 )  
Bewee, R,  Wushdo~ny d r 8 ~ ~  ghe fur ther  csnclusisn, 
'%aan9s work was &wo--%ald; first, zo s e c u ~ a ~ i z e  
education; second, ta make it the province o f  t h e  
stxate zaeher then the  e s ~ m ~ u n f t g  and parents," (pD 2 9 )  
Prsfessor Barrownaa a f  t h e  Unf versl tg of Wisconsin, 
declares tkag according $8 PLmxn9 "the school was 
%he greakese i n s t  nE ever created t o  b u t l d  good 
society,  and its eentrag purpose w a s  ts create 
mswg all a cornon faieh, a sharp sense o f  e 
Fneesest, m d  lave f o r  p ~ l f & & e a l  order tha t  semed 
this faieh and these interests ,"I0 

Mmn made ~ W O  basic elagms t h a t  professional 
educa60rs have aade sfnee h i s  time: the publ ic  
sck001 is %he agency which can change society and 
ereate a true paradise here aw earth, h d  seeand, 
"let i t  be worked with  effiiciency," thar is, give 
us the aoaey and we ean do it; f a i lu re  ehus far 
is goup fault in ~ h a e  we have received h s u f f i -  
ciene funds, Rightly dses Rushdosny s 
basic comrietions: "In tews of ~ann's presnpposi- 
$ions, he envisioned w a s  a new relfpian, wPth 
the  state as i t s  true ehureh, and Educatian as f t a  
Messiah. Mann's heirs were to make t h i s  implicit 
faith explicit." ((p. 3%) 
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All thia i s  wat ts sag tb t  as soon as they 
were created md developed, publ ic  schools were 
l ibera l  Unitarian, Local conditions had much to 
say about the r e l i g ious  character of ~ h e  school. 
But the hmard  Unitarian influ~nce in in te l lec tua l  
circles wads u l e b a t a l y  a~emhelmiag, In %he Hiduest, 
ehe swing to Uni"drian Biberalim %as slaw--too may 
cswsem&tives in ehe "&>dweae, Far e I s 9  my 
father used to t e l l  me thak %hen he aktended the 
UnivessAty a& Wraesota (1895-37) Preslden% Cyrzs 
H a r t h ~ ~ p  repXar1y conducted d e w t i ~ n s ;  and whaess 
ragre, he asserted that %hey weza qu$$e oygksdaw, 
This i s  nat %o be txzken Iigla1t2.,-, earning f ro=  a 
coneemati~rs Nomegl an S y n ~ d  Lu$haz.aa, Pres%der%t 
Ror$h~up w a s  theologically s a n s e x ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ s  by zjardard 
standards a% tha t  time: h~ =gas a Pale man, 

1 s h a l l  d%rece gaur atcention very b r i e f l y  &o 
sme aZ the oeber h e x k c a n  e & ~ c a ~ s r s  who were An- 
flueneiaf in &he Navemeat f o r  stage contra1 and 
support  o f  the c on schsols, James C, Carter 
(1795-18491 , a contemporary o f  Piann, s a w  edusatj-cn 
as a weans whereby Che EiaIlagers QE t h e  s ta te  C O U ~ ~  

control  s o c i e t y ,  althsugh it. shauld be done demo- 
craetically, H i s  eaweribugion $D ehe developlag 
thought %n educatisw was that Zhe state m a t  train 
bhe tda~hera~ ~eaeher" trsd,nbng, he s a w  as the  
great ''engtne'' OE s 8 ~ i a I  ~ontr01~ He. s a w  the need 
ba r  an Anstieue%an f o ~  the education of &eachers, 
bu t  "it sBBOu%d be eqha t i sa f ly  the  state's i n s t i -  
tutioneWll Hence we have springing up a l l  these 
nomal schools ehroughsut the ent i re  natfsn in the  
mid-19th century, 

Henq Bamard (1811-3908), $he first United 
ssdaner o f  Education and also a man- 
e University of Wisesnsia (1858-68), 

is certainly to be ellassffied with Wnnr and Carter 
as one of the three most w o r t a n t  founders of the 
present system 0% publ ic  education, Bamard opposed 
the private sckools because, in h i s  wards, " n e g  
classify society at the root and open a real chasm 

between members o f  the same society,  broad and deep, 
wkBfcka, equal l a w s  and pol i t i ca l  theories cannot 
elcse."l2 This o f  coarse you st i l l  hear: the fear 
of %rapentation, Even a writer in the Lutheran News 
for March 22, 1965, is afraid sf  "a rash of weird 
l i t t l e  sectarfan schooBs sp~fngfng  up e v e r ~ h e l ~ e ~ ' '  
(IFp, 3) It weruld be well to heag vhat Prof, T h o t h y  
Smith had $0 say about t h i s  in %%2: '% third myth 
alleges that parochial schools have been magntained 
by adult leaders-in %migrant cmmnitfes in srder 
to retard the hesAcanizat%sn of theis yomgsters," 
(Smith, p ,  10) Smith goes on to show that on the 
contrary pcsrish schools were in fact '"rhe agents 
o f  g r o q  adj us tmne '' 

Let me d%reet you to another e m q l e  of a 
eaxlp educator whose ideas have had a profaand effect 
on the presuppositions of modem educational philoso- 
phy, John Swett (1838-%9%3)9 state  school superin- 
tendent in California (1862-681, in h i s  f irst  Men- 
nial report  (1864-651, minta ined  the f o l l m i n g  
propositions, mong several others : '$1) me SchosB- 
master and the Hng,  In school, where the mind i s  
f irse placed under care to be fitted for ehe grand 
puqose s  of l i fe ,  &he ch i l d  should b e  taught to con- 
sider h i s  instructor ,  in many respects superior to 
the parents in point o f  autharlty, 2) Every manas 
house is h%s eaaf le ,  mi% old m a x i m  o f  English law 
i s  as applicable to the achsshaster as to any osher 
persoro. h o  is in the lawful possession of a house, 
3 )  The vulgar impression that parents have a legal 
r i g h t  ts dictate to teaehers is e n t l r e l y  erroneous, 
4 )  The statutory l a w  as to disturbing schools. 
mere is m clause in it favoring parents; csnse- 
guently, Pf they disturb or disquiet the school they 
are subject ts the sme penalty as others, 5 )  Parents 
have no r e e d y  against the teacher. "13 

Xean~ile, back on the European cantinen&, 
Damin has in 1839 published me Oriafn o f  S ~ e c i e s ,  
Ebm, hsbs 
has become the popular philosopher in England and 
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bericia. me Prnpsrtance of Damin is that he seemed 
to give sme scdentiffc basfs fo r  the philosophy of 
deteminism and naturalism, Re seemed t o  establish 
a re la t ionsh ip  o f  cause m d  effece without the need 
0% the supernatuxal* mi% was easy t o  accept for 
the Deist, the Unitarian, a d  the French ra t ional-  
ist, mey believed that am by s t reng th  af the 
exerebe a f  h i s  reassn could tichieve progress, and 
now they had a b a s i s  for  t h i s  be l i e f ,  U t  m e  use 
the  words o f  Paul  Rsubiczek, Fellow in Claxe College, 
Cmbridge, &n h i s  recewt r m ~ k  Exis$entia$i@m: For arid -- --* 

arlze elle profound e f  fee< t ha t  the 
Eaminian tkseorg has had on ocr modem l i fe :  "Ac 
long last i t  was poss ib le  tc eqcplain everything in 
the normal, ssientff ic ,  mechanical way, ehe Bible 
finally beconning superfluous in the realm of science, 
and, now that i t  could also be seen at work i n  nature ,  
the  existence of progress seemed to have been proved 
eonelusively .... It ( i . e . ,  t he  eheory of evolution) 
exercised a vely great influence uFon philosophjr. 
Materialism was changed; a l l  materialistic teachings 
sPnce then, Bnciud$ng t ha t  o f  Narx, are based ow the  
theory o f  evolution. Philosophers like Herbert 
Spencer have made t h i s  theory the  b a s i s  o f  all p h i l -  
osophy, of metaphysics, psychology, ethics. " I 4  
Mr, Roubiczek 8 arfzes by saying that "evolution 
has been m d e  the  basis of a complete philosophy; 
it ptavides  philosophers with a metaphysical, ethi- 
cal system, thus deeply influencing their ideas  
about the nature of man and his behavior. In  f a c t ,  
philosophy based on Dam~iwim has exercised an ex- 
tremely strong inf luence ,  o f t e n  far beyond the realms 
of science and philosophy, upon the whole developlnent 
s f  Emopean thought. 'Ilhe r u t h l e s s  l i f e  and death 
s t rugg le  of survival has been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  a new 
moral i ty ,  as r u t h l e s s  competition i n  the  capitalist 
world, m r u t h l e s s  c l a s s  warfare i n  t h e  Communist 
world, and as r u t h l e s s  nationalism everywhere. More- 
over, for t h e  f i r s t  time i n  hman  history, mind and 
reason are no longer seen as some mysterious higher 
power, a s  p a r t  of a supernatura l ,  divine sphere 

I$.ke&iwg ila tagon h. existence, bug as the product 
of lower biological factors, and nothing has done 
more t o  f o r ~ i f y  materialism." (p. 23) 

John Dewey (1859-1952), above a l l  others,  i m -  
ported these ideas a f  Damin inEo public  education. 
He spent e lifetime expounding aild applying and 
preaching witlk a revivalist fenror this secular- 
i s t ,  natuxalist religion. The school fo r  Dewey w a s  
a social  institution designed to t r a i n  the child in 
"the inherited resources of the  race and t o  use  h i s  
arm pawer8 for  social  ends," He also said t h a t  
"education i s  the fmdamental method o f  social  
progress and refam." You will notice khat he very 
careful.ly bypasses re l ig ion .  I n  a creed that he 
fomulated he says: ""Iellfev that the teacher 
is engaged not simply in the t r a i n ing  o f  individ- 
ua l s ,  bu t  in the f tion of the proper social 
l i f e . . . .  Hn t h i s  the teacher always is t he  
prophet sf t h e  %rue h d  and the ushereg in of the 
t r u e  kingdom of h d e W l 5  Dewey believed in a new 
soc ie ty  which was t o  supersede ehe present order. 
He believed that t h i s  new society  w a s  to be demo- 
crat ic but anti-supernatural ,  since supernaturalism 
i s  destructive o f  ehe concept s f  continuity. R e f i -  
gion should not  be identified with the supernatural, 
for  the supernatural  i s  divisive, hence -ti- 
democratic and uemanly: 'hepending upon an eternal 
power As %he eounteqart s f  surrender o f  hman 
endeavor. "I6 Dewey also s a i d  in th is  beak, A Cornon 
Faith, (p. 8 4 ) :  "I cannot understand how any reali- 
zation o f  the Democratic idea l  as a v ira l  moral and 
spiritual ideal in human affairs is poss ib le  without 
surrender of the conception of the basic division 
to which supe tural mrfstganity $g comitted," 
You will notice that Christianity is anti-demccratic 
because it is exclusive and holds that some are 
saved and soae are Sost ,  

Values according to  Pewey are fomed by men. 
He spoke of "the necess i ty  for  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
every mature being i n  filsrfnatim of the  values t h a t  
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regulate ehe l iving sf men together: which i s  
necessary from the standpoint o f  "%he general social 
welfare and the f u l l  developmnt af b 
individuals He a lso  pu@ i$ th&s way: "me &om-- 
datioai o$ deaocraey i s  faia;h i n  %Re capirciry o f  h m a l  
nagare 8 ~ ~ 7  

mrdsn G%ark, head of gab& Ph%%asophg &pa.~~t~es%xf: 
MZ-ler linivessilty, su~z~;a-rizea 3ewey' s smeap i of 
eghics and ghe atage i n  ~kesc  words : s k ~ , $ e  
can 110 gp @-rang, for  right: i; r i c t e m ~ ~ ~ e d  2~ x&at 
the otaS&e dues. "lM 

was a cows$.sgexpt re%,ag$-vist, ze oppc;sgd,  ~ " s s  idea, 
~f fixed value syseems i n  any himan area, Beea3-1se 
of ~ ~ ~ ~ j i ~ t f o n ,  fj& f'accck %he d l f c j  ~ 3 3  t p1-t>b~e%: 
of aceauqeLwg $or $he nacura of ccuzk, Far b l w  
4k %g*u%h a* was a d-pam%~ szzies ideas & bel..jlefs srd 

agl~er processes which were $he i a s t r m ~ e a t s  by xaeans 
sf &ich %he p ~ " a , y ~ s e ~  35 %,izg egx: be achieved, Be- 
cause of t h e  importance a f  t $ $ ~  idea, 3exireyk p k i l -  
~ s o p h y  has been knorm as Z e s ~ ~ ~ ~ e n ~ l L ~ m ~ ' ~  

~ewey's influence upon conteapararg 19fe has 
been extensive, especially i w  phjlsssphg and i n  
education, He was an ins t ruc tor  in philosophy in 
%he universiEie8 of Hiehigaa and Minnesota 2nd the 
Univezsity o f  mieags, krhere he opened a S"Labssaeerg 
s&ool far  progressive edueatfon," Re noved to 
m1mbia University as Professor of Pl~blossphg in 
1904, conei~uing until 1930, EIe published about 
t h i r t y  books i n  h i s  lifetime, B%s influenee has 
been expanded imensefy through his p u p i l s  w i ~ s  
staffed the comtrgVs teacher colleges during the 
past fifty gears, For exmple, one of his seudents, 
John Broadus Watsm (38878-1958), through h i s  p%y- 
cho%ogy of behavforbsm has made a major impact on 

modem science, sociology, a d  edueat%on. Watson 
has said: "In one swkeping assbrmption after another, 
the behwiorist threw out the concepts of both mind 
and consc.8ouness9 cal l ing tbelna caxzgv-overs from the 

a% ehe M%dd%e Ages..,, me behavfsriat 
finds we8 raaigad in h i s  % a b ~ r a t ~ z y ,  sees i t  nowhere in 
hf a sabdeces, r120 

 ats son's studies o f  behevier iusluding condi- 
tioniwg m d  mconditioning have had a profound ef- 
face an madem psycholo=, The s u p e m a t u ~ a l  is 
ru led coaplegelp, For exaqPe, ft is saAd, 
4 1 Guxrese Bnvese%gatsxa ~msPder rnoral2ty o r  CQW- 
science ts be a see o f  cultuxaP r u l e s  o f  soc2aE 
action which have been fn te rad ized  by t h ~  And%- 
vidual. "2P 

WB1%%m Beard Ulga t r i ck  ($891-1964) af Teach- 
er ' s  College, CoXunnhga Unnlbversity, was regarded by 
Deb~ey as h i s  model BbseAple, Me has been called 
the ' h i l b i e n  dol1a.r pecafessor" becarase h i s  students 
pa id  aver a alllion de~ l l a r s  i n  fees te CoPmb%a 
Universieg, T o  P d l p a t ~ i e k  dmacracg was & i s  ref i- 
gi~n. Be w a s  csnvinced tha t  prfvaea and parochial 
schools isslate the i r  stadew%s from deaocrakie 
society, and henee he ' 'calls in question &he prae- 
t i e e  f o u d  %n certain of our c i t i e s  of having 
ehree s c h ~ o l  systems, a public school syseem, a 
privaze school system, and a parachis1 school sys- 
~ X ~ E B  e "22 By this t ime i t  will be noted t ha t  men 
such as t h i s  believe that  they have a comer sn the 
absolute truth of democracy and that no one else &a 
f i t  to teach i t  unless he has been ordained b y  one 
o f  &his gZ8UPr 

HfgatrPek believed ghat Jbs an evolving 
an&m%$ and through social change exerted by educa- 
t ion,  he can %earn eo seek the cornon good, ereate 
a defensible social grogrm, each thinking far hfm- 
self and in behalf sf the h o l e ,  You d 1 P  note 
tkat these so-called scientif ic  objective educat~xs 
are not above propaganda and "indoctrination," 
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While f was taking graduate seminars in higher 
education at the University of Minnesota about ten 
years ago, this type of literature was nearly all 
that we read. There were only two books that I re- 
member as exceptions to this philosophy of anti- 
supernaturalism and democratic materialism: m e  
S i r  Wlter  MePberSygs 
the other, Canon Bexnar 

They were two respected books but def- 
initely in the minority and they did  not get much 
of ha hearing. 

One man highly regarded and greatly read at the 
University w a s  Theodore Brameld (1904- ). This was 
possibly because he had already taught Philosophy at 
the University of Minnesota from 1939-47, although 
he has considerable stature mong all modem educa- 
tional theorists, apart fron this. He later became 
Profewor af ECBu~atfon and I$%bb%~sophy ae New York 
University, and in 1958 moved to Boston University* 
We read a-great deal from his Patterns in Educational 

A Democratic (l950), He 
i s  in the Ham-Dewey-Ki%l Be H@3 is an 
advocate of relativism, and he believes that the 
Staee should control all education, because the 
powers of the democratic state are good powers. 
mew the schoo1s "erne under the indisputable cow- 
trol of that nse majority which alone is sure 
to care that free education should become the revo- 
lutionary weapon of a people's peace," then they 
will be "directed toward the future of democracy ."23 
Brgmneld also holds that publie education seen in its 
true perspective and development "can and should be- 
come one highly effective instrument in the struggle 
s f  orgmized labor against the inh n fcrces which 
would destroy it,"24 It is Brameld's "conviction" 
that "democracy more than any fom of ssciety de- 
vf sed thus far by man, is capable of providing 
greatest ha piness for the largest numiher of people 
on earth. ~125  

Organized religion is to be barred from educa- 
tion because it is authoriturianeZ6 Also to Brameld 

1, The dfvine 14311 as %he bas%s 02 educational 
auti~ari tg;  the revealed w % l B  o f  Gad -- 
e q l a y e d  as a basts by $be Warnm Caeho$iesg 
and others who have Ser ipgure  as authorityB 
The aa%hor calls i$ a n  ""ancient and paver- 
f d  p o s i g i s e  eyen todag," "But he ru les  f"%ouC 
fox madem -herkcan education: ""I herbca  
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the  doctxiwe of separation of church m d  
s t a t e  precludes t h e  psasibilAty of the pub- 
l i c  educator grounding k i s  authority ia 
t h i s . "  (This miter i s  undoubtedly thinking 
of the McCollm case, 1948,  where the court 
held that the f i r a t  headmen8 grohfbits the 
teaching o f  re l ig ion  %w the public schools, 
allowing only a secularist educational ghil- 
sssphy in the public schsof,) 

But to return to S d t h ' s  four  sources sf author- 
i t y ,  we note that the  other three dtesnaeives are 
s h i l a r ,  because a11 three are grsmded in the mind 
of man as the measure o f  all things,  

11, Educattsn grounded i n  eternal truth, mPs 
i s  the positioa o f  Hutchins: ' '&solute and 
eternal t m t h  revealed by hman reason, and 
hbedded in the great books of the pastsu 
One i s  to disesver pr inc ip les  that lie at 
the basis of a l l  knmledge and deduce seeon- 
dary t r u t h s  from these first principles. 
%kais is done by reason, f A,, "defixled as 
the i n t u i t i v e  grasp of the f i r s t  p r inc ip les  
or axions of t h a ~ g h t  and the  lagieal  deduc- 
eions sf other t r u t h s  f r m  these  f i r s t  prin-  
c i p l e s ,  very much after the manner of gem- 
etq."  (p. 414) 

111. Scfence as t h e  source of educational  author- 
i t y ,  i , e . ,  t he  method of science,  Smith 
admits t h a t  "the chief d i f f i c u l t y  l ies i n  
the  realm of values and e s t h e t i c s O g q  

Final ly ,  t h e  one that is most congenial t o  
the modern educator, and which certainly 
represents  t h e  modern s e c u l a r i s t  view of 
education: Education a s  a s o c i a l  agent 
derives its au thor i ty  from t h e  soc ie ty  t h a t  
nafntains it. (p. 147) Smith finds three 
views of s o c i e t y  as the  author i ty ,  1) t h e  
teacher is t h e  agent of the  S t a t e  -- widely 
held by some p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  but  no t  

universal. 2) Educational authority is 
grounded in the society hi& it serves; 
the teacher's au thor i ty  rests upon the 
consensus o f  opinion in the local c 
ni ty  in which he teaches* 3 )  me edhacagor 
derives h i s  authority from the society he 
semes, the auth~rity resides i n  the  

mdme moral and intellectual cam- 
mitments constituting the core o f  cul ture ."  
(p. 150) Henee the educator derives h i s  
author i ty  frm the  democrati'c tradition. 
but that tradition represents the deepest 
f1318ral and i nee l l ee tua l  c itmeat 0% ghe 
hesican people, '' (p, 158) 

In this view education is a spearhead 
sf social ehange, me educator derives 
h i s  moral a u t h o r i t y  from eehical and 
meghodolsglesl genets s f  her ican  demo- 
cratic t r ad i t i on ,  (See Chapter 8 o f  t h i s  
book, pp, 174-197) Bue "eeduca~isn i s  re- 
csnstructian, because there muse be con- 
stant change, progression, and sslat inuity 
through c%arifica~%sn and definfefow sf 
t h e  meaning of democratic t r ad i t ion ,"  
Such education is "an affair of the whole 
person and not only sf the intellec~~ '' 

It should be noted that this type of education 
not mPy remwes eternal sanctions and absolu$e 
s t a ~ d a r d s  but also eliminates the centrality of the 
individual and subordinates him to some kind of 
democratic majority. This eliminates also h i s  per- 
sonal freedem with regard to his fundamental rights.  

The profess ional  educators wfas constituted the 
NSSE committee on the integration of educational  
e q e s i e n c e a  said: "me mmbers of the  (%: 

agreeing upon the importance of the integrating in- 
dividual ,  have indicated  t h e i r  preference f o r  t h e  
pragmatic philosophy of education. "29 This philoso- 
phy of pragmatism, they descr ibe  in these  terms: 



the  doctxiwe of separation of church m d  
s t a t e  precludes t h e  psasibilAty of the pub- 
l i c  educator grounding k i s  authority ia 
t h i s . "  (This miter i s  undoubtedly thinking 
of the McCollm case, 1948,  where the court 
held that the f i r a t  headmen8 grohfbits the 
teaching o f  re l ig ion  %w the public schools, 
allowing only a secularist educational ghil- 
sssphy in the public schsof,) 

But to return to S d t h ' s  four  sources sf author- 
i t y ,  we note that the  other three dtesnaeives are 
s h i l a r ,  because a11 three are grsmded in the mind 
of man as the measure o f  all things,  

11, Educattsn grounded i n  eternal truth, mPs 
i s  the positioa o f  Hutchins: ' '&solute and 
eternal t m t h  revealed by hman reason, and 
hbedded in the great books of the pastsu 
One i s  to disesver pr inc ip les  that lie at 
the basis of a l l  knmledge and deduce seeon- 
dary t r u t h s  from these first principles. 
%kais is done by reason, f A,, "defixled as 
the i n t u i t i v e  grasp of the f i r s t  p r inc ip les  
or axions of t h a ~ g h t  and the  lagieal  deduc- 
eions sf other t r u t h s  f r m  these  f i r s t  prin-  
c i p l e s ,  very much after the manner of gem- 
etq."  (p. 414) 

111. Scfence as t h e  source of educational  author- 
i t y ,  i , e . ,  t he  method of science,  Smith 
admits t h a t  "the chief d i f f i c u l t y  l ies i n  
the  realm of values and e s t h e t i c s O g q  

Final ly ,  t h e  one that is most congenial t o  
the modern educator, and which certainly 
represents  t h e  modern s e c u l a r i s t  view of 
education: Education a s  a s o c i a l  agent 
derives its au thor i ty  from t h e  soc ie ty  t h a t  
nafntains it. (p. 147) Smith finds three 
views of s o c i e t y  as the  author i ty ,  1) t h e  
teacher is t h e  agent of the  S t a t e  -- widely 
held by some p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  but  no t  

universal. 2) Educational authority is 
grounded in the society hi& it serves; 
the teacher's au thor i ty  rests upon the 
consensus o f  opinion in the local c 
ni ty  in which he teaches* 3 )  me edhacagor 
derives h i s  authority from the society he 
semes, the auth~rity resides i n  the  

mdme moral and intellectual cam- 
mitments constituting the core o f  cul ture ."  
(p. 150) Henee the educator derives h i s  
author i ty  frm the  democrati'c tradition. 
but that tradition represents the deepest 
f1318ral and i nee l l ee tua l  c itmeat 0% ghe 
hesican people, '' (p, 158) 

In this view education is a spearhead 
sf social ehange, me educator derives 
h i s  moral a u t h o r i t y  from eehical and 
meghodolsglesl genets s f  her ican  demo- 
cratic t r ad i t i on ,  (See Chapter 8 o f  t h i s  
book, pp, 174-197) Bue "eeduca~isn i s  re- 
csnstructian, because there muse be con- 
stant change, progression, and sslat inuity 
through c%arifica~%sn and definfefow sf 
t h e  meaning of democratic t r ad i t ion ,"  
Such education is "an affair of the whole 
person and not only sf the intellec~~ '' 

It should be noted that this type of education 
not mPy remwes eternal sanctions and absolu$e 
s t a ~ d a r d s  but also eliminates the centrality of the 
individual and subordinates him to some kind of 
democratic majority. This eliminates also h i s  per- 
sonal freedem with regard to his fundamental rights.  

The profess ional  educators wfas constituted the 
NSSE committee on the integration of educational  
e q e s i e n c e a  said: "me mmbers of the  (%: 

agreeing upon the importance of the integrating in- 
dividual ,  have indicated  t h e i r  preference f o r  t h e  
pragmatic philosophy of education. "29 This philoso- 
phy of pragmatism, they descr ibe  in these  terms: 



B " ~  QUE schoo%8 w e  teach John, Jmes, Sue, a d  mrg; 
we do net teach an abstraction knom as humn nature 
0% m m  in general. In a democracy each individual 
Bs unique, Each can be e q e ~ t e d  $O d i f $ e r  i ~ ,   pin- 
%an as go whae i e  ~eaa.s es %%ve, beal$hlIg, happily, 
jue%lge Each &a &c be judged as gsod oz bad, not 
~gsinse i$ny & b s ~ I s e e  ~ ~ & E & I z ~ s ,  %ut in $he temis 0% 

-I*,  he ddiection oE h k s  g r a w ~ h ,  , . , 1 412 varldi 115 ~jhae- 
e a a 331,~ ~ 0 x 1 6  63 ever m a n  everiences i t  ILQ L+- 

fin%shed product, It is grewfng and developl.ng, 
Man f~ $'he keystone $3 th fs  ccneeptiim, of tql>e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l b r  
77 -. i s  capable o f  ~ I - ~ ~ p i ~ n g  himself, h i s  vor:!,d, dnd 912s 
destf  n y  , If he exereiscs courage, ix :~e~~$geai :~,  
e f f o r t ,  he m29 b r i n g  f o r ~ l i  t$e sscieey of h i s  &erne, 
(;x 341 

A f e e r  hearing these s~rong r e f ig iow comm!=tmen&a 
a ~ d  seefag on whae t h y  are b ~ s e d ,  muse we not agree 
bd$%i! Prafessor B l tmRs  ~xIB~E:  "A systea of e d ~ c a t i o n  
tha t ,  as a mateer s f  po l i cy ,  % g n ~ r e s  U1ti~ate Truth 
engages %%pa false eeaehllng, hd t h i s  f a lw  teaching 
i s  de%~ruetive sf bs$h the $n$egxitg of t h e  hunaa 
person and o f  the fabric of aur hericaa culeure  
and f l-eedolo. 

mis judment thait the Sta.e$e sehsol system tadag 
is b u i l z  on the f ~ m d a t i o n  o f  secularfsa is rise i d l y  
made, Presidene Nagkan Buseg sf Barnard %w 1858 said 
tha t  ss gxeat have been the successes s f  secu la r i s~a  
thae i t  "Phas 2taelE beesme a fagf9k 8ad raised a hope 
zhae man can gbr~ugh h i s  e f f o r t s  -- withsuc God -- 
solve a l l  the remaining problem i.;hich stand betweern 
him and a secular paradise on earthe8' HE madntains 
&hae secularEsm f ~ m s  a new kind of f m d a ~ e n ~ a l i ~ ~ O  
whoee "eemples may be I a b ~ s ~ a t o r f e a  sad bactaries , 
perhaps also 1 ib ra rb . e~~  ... Ies  noxious influence -*-  

noxious, P believe es s p i r i t ,  imagination and to 
wfnd -- works mong us a1mst ~nspgased,~' (T ime ,  
June 2 3 ,  1958, p. 5 4 )  

Fifteen years ago S i r  Walter Moberly made an 
analysis  sf modern education as it works i tself  out  

i n  the universities of England. men first published,  
the book was something of a sensation. A second read- 
i n g  of it made in 1965 confirms one in the conviction 
that Holoberly was both a keen analyst and a good 
prophet, F r a  the vaneage point of h i s  ~ f f f e i a l  
posi t ion as chairman af the University Grants Com- 
mittee of mgland, he had an overall view and an 
ins ide vie% o f  education as very f e w  have had. hken 
he analyzes the approach o f  modern education (espe- 
c ia l ly  in the universi ty)  t o  the question of God and 
the supernatural ,  he arrives at conclusions l i k e  
these: "Today aaay un ivers i ty  teachers and admin- 
istua8ars are mristian (I wo~ld sag t h e  same ~ s d a y  
o f  mny of slnr publ ic  school educators - B.\<*T.). 
But few I f  aag s f  us are pp f i r i s t i a n  eeachers sr 
Chriseian a b i n i s & r a % o ~ s  (~oberly's emphasis),,,* 
One thing,  as yet  Eao l i t t l e  realized, is now be- 
cming cleat. In the  assumptlions governing s y l l a b u s  
and academic methods , universities today are, impl i -  
eiePy, if unintea%bonallg, hos$i%e 6 0  the Christian 
fad$h and even ts l iberal  B-nmanlame '"3% 

Proceeding f u r t h e r  with h i s  analysis, Mdaerly 
dedares: '"2 t he  f i e l d  of r e l i g i o n  t h e  p r o f e s s b n  
oE neutreliry i s  e q u a l l y  a pretense ( i .e. ,  as i n  
the  case of p o l i t i c s )  ... On the  fundamental reli- 
gious issue, the un ivers i ty  intends t o  be ,  rind sup- 
poses it is, n e u t r a l ,  but i t  is not. Cer ta in ly ,  i t  
neigh- bnsuleates nor e q r e s s l y  repudiates belief 
Bn God, Rut i t  dses what is far mare deadly ehan 
open rejection: it ignores Him. . . . Atheism is 
no speculative opinion. It is  leaving God or. one 
side, having 'no need of t h a t  hypothesis. ' In 
t ha t  case one need not boeher to deny the existence 
of God, one i s  simply not interested; and that is 
precisely the condition of a large part  of the world 
today. It is in t h i s  sense that the university ~ ~ d 2 y  
Ps atheistic." (pp, 55-56) Presidene Pusey, in h i s  
address o f  Jane 1948, declares that  the fo8lsw;Hng 
words of S%r Walter Msberly are increasingly true: 
usme think Gad e d s t s ,  some tfainlk not, some thdrnk 
it is hpossible tc tell, and the impression grows 
that it does not matter.'! (Tizne, June 23, 1958, p .  543 
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-I*,  he ddiection oE h k s  g r a w ~ h ,  , . , 1 412 varldi 115 ~jhae- 
e a a 331,~ ~ 0 x 1 6  63 ever m a n  everiences i t  ILQ L+- 
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Now i s  t h i s  not the ewe d t h  the entixe state 
educational system? b n ~ n  Bernard Iddings Bell, an 
~ ~ ~ s c ~ p a l  e%ef m m d  edueatsr, m$giag oue sf a 
background a f  mare thaa Ehfrgy years a f  teaching 
eqer8ewce on eveq  1evd of eduaat im,  mkes viz- 
tually the jtadeperat as Six  $$alter l i ~ b e r l y :  
s ' ~ g  publie schlfifssls and eai.3-eges a3:e rarely aati-  
s a l i g 3  oae ; ebey sgaply ignore r e b i g i i . ~ ~ ,  lo& 
on it as a ~ 2 n c r  &xusasierrT 'Lo be prac t fe~l :  by g h 0 8 ~  
oaho f ind  it fun, h e  neglected L f  aEe desires. 
Qtt392auaPy tbls outl~ok i s  qngekly comaunicgced 
&he gagng, If a ehi$d $s tau&& s ~ f l ~ o a  a 
vase x~spnhea ~ ? f  $.hiaags - foe 25 kistirs a week, e i g h t  
BP nine ~lonehs a yeaa, f a r  eeu to sixteen years or 
more - sand i f  for  w l i  th is  $ i ~ e ,  aa t texs  af r~l$- 
gfss a-*c never s e r i o u s l y  treated, zhe c h i l d  can 
an8y come view reI2gian as, at b-2, aa iansc- 
Paoars paseimrae preferred by n few ta gaf f  or Canasta. "32 
Cmon B e l l  caneludes t h i s  pare of his essay contrib- 

these wards: "By creating rel igion as a dgspsnsable 
d&version, i t  depriVed the  grclarrg of allegiance ta 
any s p i r i t u a l  cmpu%sfon greater than love o f  
country," ((p. 98) 

A t  greater leng"c Canon B e l l  has eqounded 
these ideas %w h%s book, Grisis i n  Education: 
American school is now conducted more a~ad more, there 
i s  no such thing as religious l i b e r t y  i n  American 
edunnti~n. mere is l i b e r t y  only ro be amreligious." 
(p, 222) 

? do not wgnt to belabor t h i s  point ,  bu t  k t  
needs emphasis i n  our  circles coday, because or  the  
reluctcnee o f  so lnany people to accept the oSvious. 

"By eheir fruits s h a l l  ye know them." Without 
playing God, we can see some of the fruits. 30h S .  
Brubacher, prafessor of the  History 2nd the Wiiosophy 
c f  Education, Yale University, has pointed out t h a t  

'"the study a% educat%onal pki%osopky has flourished 
in the twentieeh century as never before i n  the whole 
h i s to ry  o f  education," and tha t  ebis s tudy has pro- 
duced at  Least one "m;ijor philosophy of education - 
Dewey" Democracy i n  ~ d u c e t i o n ,  which i s  rhe founda- 
t i on  far ehe so-called ' p r ~ g r e s s i v e  educatica' move- 
ment." Brubacher absemea f i a t  "the experimental 
schoals wh%cb made up progressive edueatiae vere but  
rhe vanguard of tha t  larger a a n e i e t h  ecncury en- 
deavoz t o  asstme mare and more in ten t iana l  eoatrsl 
a f  the social progress, ... Prsgressive seboals, 
fo r  instance,  deliberatehy fashioned &heir practices 
ow scientific findings, ks these of~een were in cow- 
f lice ~i th cherished t r ad i t f  onaK eo~vieePoas, there  
w a s  an urgene deaand far  B f resh  ph i losoph ica l  ap- 
proach t o  resolve the conflicg. ... Techaiques of 
measuremene devised by &he new psychology have de- 
nanded a d i f f e r en t  conception o f  human na tu re ,  a 
coneeptisa whlcb t r a d i t i o n a l  education has of ten 
found repugnant io i t s  mekaphysiea"ssyshology. 
Again, t h e  intewretatian of  bio log ica l  findin~o, 
especially the  theory sf organic evs%uti~n, has 
widened the differences between traditioaal and 
$mgrressi,ve ' education. To a t  tach the radj eetive 
'progsarssive?to education can Eean q u i t e  different 
th ings ,  depending sa whether one uses an Axistote- 
l i a n  or Darwinian conception o f  development. "33 

mere should be no doubt t ha t  these ideas sf 
the  educational  pililosophers are Seing pu t  i n t o  
action in the modem school system, Pro f ,  Jack 
Culbertson o f  Ohio State University, currently out- 
linl.ng "The Preparation o f  ~dministra&ors," des- 
cribes the "concepts which were to constitute the 
b a s i s  for a new sciznce o f  ahdnistratfon: %e 
approach was s t rong ly  influexxced by logical p o s i -  
tivism, a school of thought which Dwight Waldo has 
def ined  as follows: 'Logical positivism is a would- 
be toughrninded school of thoxlght that asserts i t s  
close connectioil with modern physical science. It , 

abhors metaphysics, dismisses  ethics ,  emphasizes 
empiricism, places a high premium upcn rigorous log- 
ical  anajysi?.  1f34 Prpfessor  Culbertsoa declares 
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mzs than f i f t y  years cheze has bee% a persistent 
b8as toward n a t u r a l l s ~  $E & a e r L c a ~  ghaugb~ as xeI1 
as Pn %he nmeP. T%;ris b i _ ~ s  has becorn deeply in- 
p a i n e d  in %he American mihid. Evenrs and ideas, a- 

decade by decade, have ecm5ined to s txengthen i g  ,'ss3 
" U m o s ~  w t t h ~ o t  except%on Zhese Amez:ca% na%urpaliatie 
ameP%sts ( g e e o  Bgmlin Carland, S%%chec Crane, Prank 
g a r ~ i s ,  Jack London, B ~ e o d ~ r e  Drefse~) denied ~aa's 
rsHa~fsn ts say supermtural  arder, Svem Herberg 
Spencer % 'Udnauable ' d ld  noc seem s very zseful  
esneept." (p. 155) "tirer~ry nae.zrakisar zefuses t o  
dte, ... One can predLc2 that 8& will be w i t h  us  
for asrne eime ~ C Q  eom becease ad i t s  essential 

4 Xeem: &iIce~g1-y 1 czXIted a$gent2.m ewa 3 2 % ~  
-3 * ~f ~~~~~~~$~~ & x i ~ h  ~~~~~ ~ Q ~ ~ Q ~ ~ T ; ( ~  aael&ral-* 

Is%$c ph%$csopbg i s  on zfoung r e s p l ~ ,  espeeia$?&p iw 
t h e  ~ * > l d e g e ,  Decc~5er 2363, Journal a% ~Jduca- - 0 - .. 

ir ehsse :~%uii%ed af"%r e$he%r eoXleg$ata expe9ience be--. 
cane less attached ts a re$%q$sn %hey eza bePIeve 12 

r Sii --% 

Q a x a d  5 -- %e$eadg RearBg 2 h r e  thee;; 3s nspy stadgat 
t 263 vs, 13%) "became l e e s  inellwed raghe? ghan mare 
Incllzked $2 accept ehe Ei31e 9.5 am3solcte 2nd in2a.l- 
Lib le . " 
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I also sent out  copies of the magazine O f f  To 
for 1965 where, on page 30, Dr. J. 
an article, "Your Faith at College." inform 

us that the Gentes for the  Study of Bighes Education 
in Berkeley has been conducting a icag-range study 
s f  Herig Scholars &ieh ineludes an e 
thefr re l ig ious  be l i e f s ,  Be ehe e b e  of their en- 
erance %we@ soP%sge, 88% af 395 men and 91% s f  175 
wmen acknowledged a f e l t  need for religious f a i ~ h ,  
but  by the end of t h e i r  saphamore year ,  the percen- 
tage of af  fimmitive resporeses dropped to 617; of the 
men and 74X of the women, and by the close of t h e f r  
junior  year, the pegcentages were 5 1  and 69%, re- 
spectively,  

Using this same set of stat is t ics ,  ehe recent 
book, makes the f s P % o ~ i n g  
=j u d p  s and s ther  questions 
about religion make i t  clear t h a t  a s fzab le  mfnor- 
i t y  o f  highly  able students change t h e i r  re l ig ious  
attitudes during three years o f  college. Not only 
As the  need f o r  religious f a i t h  f e l t  less and less, 
especially amcrng men, but  the b e l i e f  t h a t  colleges 
should teach r e l i g i o u s  values dwindleseu37 

Professor FIemin B. Freedman, t a i t i n g  i n  the 
same volme on "What Happens af ter  College: Stu- 

i," coneludes that "there I s  evidence 
that  the values, attitudes, and opinions with whicl~ 
one leaves college are Likely to persist i n t o  later 
l i f e  with but  l i t t l e  modification. Consequently, 
the college years take on enormous importance; one 
cannot Chink of them as simply one period among 
others in wtlich subs t an t i a l  modifleatian also takes 
place. For many students, apparently, any changes 
that may occur in values, a t t i t u d e s ,  and opinions 
end with graduation." (p. 245)  

in his 1964 cornencement address at Bethany, 
Pastor He A. Theiste quoted very effectively the 
letter of a young college graduate written to the 
president of a large eastem uni~ersity and which 

was reported by B r *  V a a  Dusen in h i s  book Gad i n  
Edlaestian (pp. 53, 5 4 ) .  Ebong some o f  bhe things 
%his yaung s a id  axe: ''Wave we wst g l e a e d  fro@ 
your v e n  owm professors o f  natural  science, phiB- 
aaaphg, sad g ~ c i e n t  h%atarg  $hag seligioas are khe 
~iroduct  ~f aye& and aupersZ%i.ionB ax~d me% $,pe&e 
gads l a   the%^ ~4~53. 3.aage6? *%la& if Ckere is such a 
z $ % E ~  as zhe soul  na se$e~:t:ist kiss ever $solweed it 
A ,  t a X f  are hue ar~lma%.s, why nag 
$sea% them as soeh"s2 anPg~& has RG r i ghgs  Eie - - 
23:3 g p ~ > ~ e ;  aalraa1g3 Ln the .B.GG: of elie ~ ~ r o ~ g .  ;g 

zhixe %s no nataral law $E t&f s uaj-verse, how do  
you j u s t i f y  thase fsaPi~a~bhe rfghes: -&i& eke 
DecBaraelon sf Independence asserts $3 passess? 
i f  patr ia t ic  fervor 9s  -just a m~aifes$ation e% an 
enlarged trIbaPAsm, why do you think h&=e-iea i s  worth 
defending? P e r s ~ z ~ 1 9 y ,  I f a i l  eo understand h ~ v  yau 
OP any o the r  ecllege pres idenz  ean expee@ us t s  be- 
coma ardent Ghris$9&% demoe~ats whe12 ehe vkt,al pasg- 
d a t e s  on which these fai(rhs are s q p u s e d  "L orest 
are d a i l y  undemiaed t n  Ehe classram, $838 

I t e m :  Rousas Js  Rnshdoony, after 295 gages s f  
d~cmewtat ion ,  sumar i ze s  the  authoritarian f a i t h  o f  
;fha madem university, or  as he calls %e, "me hard 
care of doctrine o f  th fs  n e x ~  kcathoIisVfa%th," in 
&hese eleven propssft ians:  

I, The a u t o n a y  s f  m a  and h i s  reassn are 
assmed ased the p e n e t ~ a i i l i t y  o f  a l l  
things t o  man's reason and i t s  scien- 
t f f i c  or philossphieal me2hodalsgg, 
'Raua, what smrwsg be comprehended by 
th f s  meghodolom o r  measured by i t  i s  
not real, ,,, 

2 .  The evolutionary hypothesis i s  similarly 
assumed as an article o f  faith,  

3 ,  Thz natural order is assumed &s be self- 
suffie5e::t x:d a law in and of i t se l f ,  



I also sent out  copies of the magazine O f f  To 
for 1965 where, on page 30, Dr. J. 
an article, "Your Faith at College." inform 

us that the Gentes for the  Study of Bighes Education 
in Berkeley has been conducting a icag-range study 
s f  Herig Scholars &ieh ineludes an e 
thefr re l ig ious  be l i e f s ,  Be ehe e b e  of their en- 
erance %we@ soP%sge, 88% af 395 men and 91% s f  175 
wmen acknowledged a f e l t  need for religious f a i ~ h ,  
but  by the end of t h e i r  saphamore year ,  the percen- 
tage of af  fimmitive resporeses dropped to 617; of the 
men and 74X of the women, and by the close of t h e f r  
junior  year, the pegcentages were 5 1  and 69%, re- 
spectively,  

Using this same set of stat is t ics ,  ehe recent 
book, makes the f s P % o ~ i n g  
=j u d p  s and s ther  questions 
about religion make i t  clear t h a t  a s fzab le  mfnor- 
i t y  o f  highly  able students change t h e i r  re l ig ious  
attitudes during three years o f  college. Not only 
As the  need f o r  religious f a i t h  f e l t  less and less, 
especially amcrng men, but  the b e l i e f  t h a t  colleges 
should teach r e l i g i o u s  values dwindleseu37 

Professor FIemin B. Freedman, t a i t i n g  i n  the 
same volme on "What Happens af ter  College: Stu- 

i," coneludes that "there I s  evidence 
that  the values, attitudes, and opinions with whicl~ 
one leaves college are Likely to persist i n t o  later 
l i f e  with but  l i t t l e  modification. Consequently, 
the college years take on enormous importance; one 
cannot Chink of them as simply one period among 
others in wtlich subs t an t i a l  modifleatian also takes 
place. For many students, apparently, any changes 
that may occur in values, a t t i t u d e s ,  and opinions 
end with graduation." (p. 245)  

in his 1964 cornencement address at Bethany, 
Pastor He A. Theiste quoted very effectively the 
letter of a young college graduate written to the 
president of a large eastem uni~ersity and which 

was reported by B r *  V a a  Dusen in h i s  book Gad i n  
Edlaestian (pp. 53, 5 4 ) .  Ebong some o f  bhe things 
%his yaung s a id  axe: ''Wave we wst g l e a e d  fro@ 
your v e n  owm professors o f  natural  science, phiB- 
aaaphg, sad g ~ c i e n t  h%atarg  $hag seligioas are khe 
~iroduct  ~f aye& and aupersZ%i.ionB ax~d me% $,pe&e 
gads l a   the%^ ~4~53. 3.aage6? *%la& if Ckere is such a 
z $ % E ~  as zhe soul  na se$e~:t:ist kiss ever $solweed it 
A ,  t a X f  are hue ar~lma%.s, why nag 
$sea% them as soeh"s2 anPg~& has RG r i ghgs  Eie - - 
23:3 g p ~ > ~ e ;  aalraa1g3 Ln the .B.GG: of elie ~ ~ r o ~ g .  ;g 

zhixe %s no nataral law $E t&f s uaj-verse, how do  
you j u s t i f y  thase fsaPi~a~bhe rfghes: -&i& eke 
DecBaraelon sf Independence asserts $3 passess? 
i f  patr ia t ic  fervor 9s  -just a m~aifes$ation e% an 
enlarged trIbaPAsm, why do you think h&=e-iea i s  worth 
defending? P e r s ~ z ~ 1 9 y ,  I f a i l  eo understand h ~ v  yau 
OP any o the r  ecllege pres idenz  ean expee@ us t s  be- 
coma ardent Ghris$9&% demoe~ats whe12 ehe vkt,al pasg- 
d a t e s  on which these fai(rhs are s q p u s e d  "L orest 
are d a i l y  undemiaed t n  Ehe classram, $838 

I t e m :  Rousas Js  Rnshdoony, after 295 gages s f  
d~cmewtat ion ,  sumar i ze s  the  authoritarian f a i t h  o f  
;fha madem university, or  as he calls %e, "me hard 
care of doctrine o f  th fs  n e x ~  kcathoIisVfa%th," in 
&hese eleven propssft ians:  

I, The a u t o n a y  s f  m a  and h i s  reassn are 
assmed ased the p e n e t ~ a i i l i t y  o f  a l l  
things t o  man's reason and i t s  scien- 
t f f i c  or philossphieal me2hodalsgg, 
'Raua, what smrwsg be comprehended by 
th f s  meghodolom o r  measured by i t  i s  
not real, ,,, 

2 .  The evolutionary hypothesis i s  similarly 
assumed as an article o f  faith,  

3 ,  Thz natural order is assumed &s be self- 
suffie5e::t x:d a law in and of i t se l f ,  



Education is held to be the instrment 
of social salvaeion, 

me staee is viewed to be  the primry 
order of man's l i f e ,  

IICBae pzirnavy respsnsfb i f f tp  and account- 
a b i l i t y  of m a n  to mn (as against man co 
a d )  is maintained, 

Tme learning %s af necessity assamed %s 
be r e l i g i ~ u s l y  secular9 % a e , ,  divorced 
from Gad, and aeadeaic f r e e d m  requires 
a radical absslu%ion from all the is t ic  
t i es ,  

The p r i o r f w  o f  science and learning ts 
ethics, and ehe Betemination o f  t r u e  
ethics by means o f  autonomous man's own 
ressuxces i s  maintained, Furthernore, 
even as aoralitg i s  subordinate &o and a 
pgsduct of  hman  aeeivi ty  and Anteflb- 
genee, sa t r ue  religion i s  s u b ~ r d i n a t e  
ts and a praduct o f  ethics, 

Inte l l igence is the desire and necessary 
agency o f  ssc la l  plmnfng and c s n t r d ,  

&il is a social product because man i s  
essentially a passive creature so that 
the 'moral education of the individual  
i s  purely and simply the 
his environment.! The mind is passive 
in that its e v e v  activity sr idea is 
empirically aroused, Nothing c a  exist 
in the aaind that i s  not first in the 
senses, mile in the Fantian sense, 
lcnawledge is not the correlation of mfad 
md abject, f t  is st i l l  passive in t h a t  
it is a smthesis wta8eh s t h u l u s  produces, 
n u s ,  delinquency is not seen as any more 
than a response, i ,e, , to a f ack of lave! 

in the envirsnmeWt, and social ev i l s  as 
responses t o  en~ ,~ i ramenta l  f a c t s ,  ' . . . 

11. FJature is infinite and me~eaeed;  h,eanee 
&he pza51sa in ecanmiacs and l i f e  i s  
not cne of Sbmltatfans a? creation x34 
of s c ~ ~ ~ $ ~ y ,  bu t  a af $Js~z:j~$u- 

t i g r l  2nd asee" ( ~ U ~ ~ l ~ r c a Y ~ ~ ~ .  3 2 .  2 9 6 ,  297) 
d r  x 

X% i s  jgse  $20 f ~ ~ t e  $or G,::yaBae t:~] lah-,Jd the  
gra te  schoo?. syatea 5s ser;tra: wi t : !  reyard tn 

k t : :  re1 ig-lous awd philosaphica'a, fasiadat-?ons, 31: r.,sx :,I+ 
r pa-3 C.laaarr Be23 g3xr.i~ a $~oo$ szmar2q of i t s  develop- 0 

nent in four or f i ve  paragraphs i n  L i f e ,  October 2.6, 
P 

3,958, pp, 97,  98. In the tadwest t h e  system was, 
f o r  years, a fsi~:%y orthudsx Protestant Ref~mmed sys- 
tam, 5uE Unitarianism, even s C  an early time, was 
creeping i s t x  2nd avercoming it. be should i l o t  for- 
ge$ chat the McGuffey &ader w a s  Unitarian i n  the 
IZo~ace Bknn %sad%tkon. T h i s  system o f  beliefs  a$ 
Least accepted some mral %baolates, b u l ~  long ago 
Ch3.s has gone by the board; instead we have the re- 
l i g i o n  ~f secuEarPm, defined by President Pusey as 
"An atrachment to a way af life o f  which there is 
neither need or place f o r  rel igion." 

In retrospect, i t  is s u r p r i s i n g  thae our fathers 
d id  nnb perceive more clearly the essential qual i ty  
o f  p u b l i c  seciilar educatim, m d  where i t s  fundamental 
presuppositions wau1.d lead us. Recently, I read a 
statement made in 1885 by &he P m s b y t e x i m  theo log im,  
Prof .  A. A .  Wodge, whish 8Q years later, shocks cne 
with its anskysis 04 present-day i r r e l i g i o n :  "The 
tendency i s  to hold t h a t  t h i s  system mung be alto- 
gether secular, TEae atheist ic  docerine is gaining 
currency, even mong p r ~ f e s s e d  Ckkriseians and even 
anrollg sune b e ~ ~ ? . d e r e d  ehristdan ministers,  t h a t  an 
education p r ~ \ ~ P d e d  by the c on govezwment for  $he 
chi ldren cf diverse re l ig ious  pargies  should be en- 
t i r e l y  emptied o f  a l l  re l ig ious  character. The 
Protestants object  t o  tile government schools being 
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used fox the purpose of insuicating the doctrines 
of the Catholic church, and Rammists object to the 
use sf the Protestant version of the Bfble m d  to 
the inculcation of the peculiar doctrines of the 
Protestmt churches, 'lblkee Jews protest against the 
schools being used to inculcate  Chrfstganiey in any 
fsm, and the atheists and apostics protest a y  
teaching $hae hpH%es t h e  exkstence and ws~al gov- 
erment o f  God, men he t h a t  believes most 
must g h e  way to hl%m that bel8eves least, and then 
he that believes least must give wag t o  him that  
believes nothing, na matter i n  how small a minority 
the atheists or  the amost ics  may be, It is self- 
evident that on t h i s  scheme, if i t  i s  consiseenkly 
and persistently carried out i n  all parts of the 
country, the U, S ,  system sf national papular edu- 
cation will be the most e f f i c i en t  a d  wide $nseru-- 
mene f o ~  the propagation of athefsa which the world 
has ever seen,,, A coqrehewsive and centralfzed 
sgsgem o f  na%iona% eduea&%an, separated from relf- 
$&on, as i s  now 6 only progssed, will proye the  
nos l appalXHng engf nery for t h e  propagation sf 
mti-Chriseian a d  atheistic belief ,  and o f  anti- 
social nihilistic eehics, %ndfvidual, s s e i a l ,  and 
polie&cal, which t M s  sin-rent world has ever 
seen. "39 

me established religion of secularjhsm is the 
heart sf  he church-state sepctfcatfon argmeart raging 
in educatian at the present time, We have an estab- 
f ished state religion in the publ ie  sehool system 
today. Time (September 14, 1959, p .  701, in dis- 
cussing the future of the publ ie  high school as 
envisioned by men such as Br, 9 s Bryant Conat, 
quite mattes sf factly states: "'The focus of a. 
Euroyeara t o m  remained the cathedral; the focus sf 
m Arme~iean t0b.m became the high school, By the 
20th century, quipped Bsitim's historfan Dennis 
Brogm, U. 5 ,  Public Edtlcation was a 'formally 
mes tablf  shed national church' . '' 

h d  since chis &s true, are we not abridging, 
if n o t  prohibiting, the free exercise ef our  reli- 
gion and our fellow-herican'a re l ig ion  when we make 
school attendance cowufssq by 1~3% for  the lover 
grades a d  by c~stom far  higher education, bu t  we 
m&e ehe state school free, while the independent 
schsoP must c b r g e  a price that puts  it out  sf cam- 
geeition for mst sicans? I find myself sf weees- 
s i t y  agreeing uieh P r a f ,  V i r g i l  B%m: '"If a non- 
conforming student's pursuit o f  t r u t h  i s  obstmcted 

ent denfa1 o f  equal educatlsna% benefits, 
then govemaea is guilgy of depriving h i m  of free- 
dom s f  thought, H e  is deprived s f  the right to 
ehfnk a d  investigate freely, to develop h i s  indi -  
v idual  personality and t o  share h i s  thoughts with 
h i s  fellaw citizens i n  &he elemental process o f  
democracy, He is deprived o f  a fundmental  l i b e r t y ,  
a liberty which is the  b a s i s  of all sthers,  .. Pu t  
in another wayJ when gave ent enforces a confom- 
fty ts the philosophical  and theological orientaeion 
of a particular school as a csnditisn f o r  sharing an 
educational  benefic, i t  v io la tes  freedom o f  thought 
and freedom of re l ig ion.  "40 
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xn 2-963 elle kjiscoasgn $ & ~ ~ e s ~ L a a ~  Tdueheran 
b-' 

Smod adopted a seateaewe regagding gave 
aid, Ig appears to ~e &hae in tl%e zin& ~f the 
fraare~s sf ghie doc*menk there Lacb $he =sump- 
pa . ,~oa $Rag &he state sclaaol aya~eu in to  which we 

pour nearly all edneationpwal tax money, provides 
iin edU~atjbm which, rgl&%Igb~miy considered, 2s 
neutral * Paxagraplx seven o f  ebe dacment kolds  
thae i t  %a s vS~8a t lon  of  $be eonsglta%%a~ $0 ass 
$ax moePes gathered froarc a12 citizens f a r  the sup- 
~ Q E P :  o f  independent: or re%lbgious schools, but  &he 
doceaaene at the same t%me, a% least gacitly., fm- 
p l i e s  that  it i s  perfeeely apprspra iee  ghat ehe 

entire educatianal tax dollar should go to the 
state school system, 

miters in the 
m8xed points of v 
o f  whether the publfc  school has a re l ig ion  or 
not. In the Auguse 8, 1963 issue, a writer 

ines t h i s  problem in an article, "Does Your 
School Teach Religion?" After reviewing a social 
srudies textbook, the  writer makes the judgment: 
"It can nardly be denied Ehat publ ic  schools are 
teaching religion. They can't help but teach 
it -- and so long as t h i s  teaching, even if in- 
cidental is not based on the Word of Cad, it 
can't help but teach false religion." But 
apparently the  problem of having our educa- 
tional tax dsllars support only this  teaching - - 

s f  a " fa l se  religion" (sentinel emphasis) does 
not seem to cause the writer any questions, for 
he not only says tha t  we are not "to condemn 
public instruction, We rather cornend the 
spirit that m&es  cur school armang the mosr 
elegant and conspicuous of buildings." And 
he then significantly adds: "Neither shoul6 
we begrudge the billions of dollars spent for 
educaeion of our country's 50 million youth." 
m e  wonders whether the writer would begrudge 
a few educational tax dollars following the 
sc%t~%ar to a school where the pure doetrine is 
taught. Two weeks later (August 22, 1963) 
anoiher writer in the Lutheran Sentinel favors 
the decisions of the Supreme Court eliminating 
state-prepared prayers, Bible reading, and use 
of the Lord" prayer, because '?in the public - - 

schools there are h i l d r e n  sf various faiths 
and some of no faith at all. '" There seem to 
be a tacit assumption that the public school 
can become neutral by omitting such fonmal ref- 
erences to religion. Then in the Lutherm 
Sentinel for November 23, 1963, a writer con- 
mends the proposal made by the Red Wing, EEnne- 
sota, Public School Soard that "all religious 
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connotations will be removed from the graduation 
exercises and f s m  mristmas and Easter concerts, '' 
me miter goes on to state that "we k a m  that 
mrny ham not s e a  the wrong done the church when 
the public s&oobs have usuqed the place of the 
church and the home. " The assmPtion seems t o  be 
that if certa%n oatward religioas c~nnotatians 
will be removed from some school exercises, 
the pub%%c schos% will be neutral, mis in te r -  
ptetation seems to me eo be inescapable i n  view 
s f  the writer's fur ther  words: "We pray fo r  t h e  
guecesa of the publ ic  SC~OQPS,  L e t  them flourish 
i n  the teaching of the  3 R'S. The first R,  R e l i -  
gion is the sacred province sf  the hone and 
church. Religion i s  usually called the Fourth R. 
We insist tha t  it is the F i r s t ,  for our Savior 
tells us: Seek ye first; ehe ki~lgdom o f  God i n  
h i s  righteousness. So long before w e  en t rus t  
the state school, with the task of t ra in ing  our 
children fo r  t h i s  warld's citizenshipy our chi l -  
dren should be trained @a show for rh  the praises 
sf  &hat bas called them ou& sf darkness f n t s  
B%s mamelous I ighe,  " 

'Phis widespread di f fus ion  o f  the silent assump- 
t ion ghat the  secularized pub l i c  school system i s  
neutral  w i t h  regard t o  re l ig ious  (or irreligious) 
pr inc ip le s ,  i s  not surprising when one recalls 
that it has found expression in the majority 
opinion o f  %he United States Supreme Court, 
Justice Jackson, in the iqe'est Virginia State 
Iioard af Education vs. Barnette, 1943 (the "Flag 
Salute Case") declared : "Free publ ic  education, 
if faithful to the ideal of secular instruction 
and p o l i t i c a l  neutrality w i l l  not be partisan or 
enemy of any class, creed, party, or faction." 
(319 U.S .  6 2 4 ,  1943) But even at tha t  time, in 
a dissenting opinion, Justice Frankfurter began 
to sense the fnadequacy of sucki a view: ''&a% of 
the claims for equality o f  treatment of those 
parents who, because of religious scruples, cannot 

send their children to public  schools?" Subse- 
quent exminaticsns df  t h i s  problem has led lnen 
such as DF, Robere M e  Butch&ns, Walter Lippa 
e tc , ,  cv real ize ghe ~~irtaltrl impossibility of 
keeping a ~icheoP slecbral and ye2 avaiding incul- 
cation o f  sscmlmism (i,e*, w pbd%,sssphy o@ l i f e  
 rich leax~os g m  glace far  r e l i g i a ~ "  J~ut3~ce  

Qtewargp 871 h i s  BPsaent f r ~ m  xhe asjarit-y aptn-  
i o n  ili %he $ & ~ n p p  and  ray Cme (BIb3-e Read-- 
% AFlag mre ,, , p%--a~ ,, :A e Prager, '96 3 )  was cors.vi~iced 
"bar prerlude the  rcl%g&ct~c cerrmoslcs i n  ~ h e  
s ~ k ~ o f s  -$;a ag&ab5,j-~h segul.ar%s~a by  '"he r!-%u- 
42" l s t i c  Invoestian of &ha non--co~s",tdaa$ians~l- 
1ai;i:sse ' Enpar; t i e rn  of zhi,xrc:h g ~ i :  ;lizl%c? ' '' -- -. a,,, a pa&apc & t c b j ~ 3 s  SawXsgs "$Sgnce $he ~ 3 -  
-&,f *" -;_. ~f &n P i e s t  B-mendDtenp g ~ r s ~ " n - . g e ~  

-- *r ,a- - - 9 ~ 9 ~ 2  aeS,SIgi-~(-lls E ~ e a d ~ m , ,  4 i ~ - ~ ! - a , d i ~ g  = freedail; 
f ~ o a ~  3:el.Qgi~3, i t  :P, a ~ ~ - f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t  ~ . f  ~~~~~~d~ 
&%eilv? $r app3.y pgessure,  dlre:tTy ux ix id 'c~ec i iy ,  
upoxa the canscience sf  any persac, b J  corme 
- - 
&'t+Cqrs--a ,,,,,,,,- of the Idall % ' '  '$The Wall Rst~qaen C%z%xc&a 

I *--- -Lw_-rr _i --->I_ 

arad State, " 3ell in H e  ijsks, 2-1 .. . Chi caga t L'. o f  
--**-- _l_i --- 
C'ri.caga BII .SE~ 9963, p. 221, ?r?d he asks the 
4 0 4 ~ 4  L,,.., a'a question regarding t h e  preeen6-day yos i t :  ;.n 
thac knowledge about religiora skiauld be tstagiit 
Bw all, schools for a f u l l  uadeza ta~~ding  o f  our 
cu l tu re :  "But iR knowledge about xe l ig fcn  is 
to be emmunlcated, ie will presumblg be corn- 
m~znisaeed by sontzbody who has a  vie:^^ 06 the sub- 
jet-d who cannot be  e q e ~ e e d  C O ~ C ~ ~ I  i t r  - 
I f  he i s  paid  by the  state, what has happened to 
Che (p, 28) 

3atisnal Society far Ehe Seudy of Educati~n. 
Ghisago: University of Chisago Press, 1958, p ,  5. 

As it will be seen, I have taken a considerable 
mount af  material from Che annual yearbooks of 
the National Sseigty f o r  the Study sf Education, 
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@&is is a fsosely organized group of persons iw- 
terested in the "investigation of educational 
problems." It is governed by a Board of Direct- 
tors whose chief duty is t o  crcace and appoint 

ttees to study gr 
ear m~ OF three c 

their findings ,* a i e h  are published as "yearbooks. " 
These yearbook cornittees are truly blue ribbon 
comittees, as  a kamledgeable glance at t h e i r  
raster will demonstrate. 'Iae yearbooks are well- 
written and widely di s t r ibuted ,  a f f r s q r r i n t l n g  
cur ren t ly  being at least 10,000 copies. h in- 
dieat%ve of the  respect w i t h  :hiihfch these year- 
books are he ld ,  I have heard graduate students 
s a y :  "If it i s  i n  the NSSE Yearboak, check i t  
carefully,  for it will be i n  the  educagfonal eext- 
books i n  three or Bour years. '' 

3,  Quoted by Dr, Robert Hutchins in me - Wall 
Between mureh and State, Da%hin Oaks, e d , ,  

4.  Prom the HEAS Scholars Look at rhe Schools, 
1962, pp . 17-1 

5 .  Socia l  Sta t i cs ,  11, Chapter 17:  quoted in 

6 .  Time,  3/19/65, p. 2 6 .  - 
7. "~arochial Education in American Culture." by 

Dr. Timothy Smith,  an essay delivered at a 
W f i c  Adfa i~s  Form on. the issue "Public Funds 
for Non-Public Schools," A p r i l  13, 1962, Calhoun 
Beach Hotel, Minneapolis, Minnesota, p.  9 .  

8, From the Eleverrgfd h n u a l  Report, 1847, quoted 
by b u s a s  b s h d s s n ~ ~  me Messianic maraeter 

and Rsfomed Publishing Compaw$t, 1963, p, 22, 

g R  Gredn, Lawrenee A * ,  e d , ,  
School -- 

Hen, Hew Vork: - 
p 13, 

12. F r m  the  Journal of the *ode Island In s t i t uee  
s f  Instruction, December 1845, p, 38 ,  quoted 

by Wushdosny, p ,  5 5 ,  

13, See Ruskdooay, g e  $1, for ehe f u l l  text s f  
these remarkable propositf ons, 

15, , Selection, ed,, l ~ h r t i n  
niversity Press, 

16, From Itb @ on Faith, p .  4 6 ,  quoted by ksh- 
dosny, g .  157. 

quoted 
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19. University of Chicago Press: Phoenix Books, 
1956p p ,  v$b, 

20, ~atson'gs 
quoted b 

21. NSSE Yearbook, 1963, p e  277, 

22, P s m  Kilpatrickts 
p.  213. quoted by Rushdoony. p .  207. 

23. From Toward a Democratic Fai th ,  p. 187. 

24. From Counts and Brameld, Relations with Public 
p.  276, quoted by Rushdoony, p. 255. Educatian 
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26. See ~rameld's Ends and Means, pp. 81-85; 
compare Rushdoony, p ,  261. 

28. See Rushdoony, p. 264. 
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tion, 1963, p ,  76. - 
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SOm IFMOUGHTS OM GOVE 
TO EDUCATIONAL INSTPTWIBNS 

WICH Am CkIURCM MEATED 

The terns "Separation of &urgp,h and StateP' 
loom large in a discussion such as eRe one we are 

me prabPe~%a i s  ts def Pne w i ~ a t  we mean 
and to see what they nean i n  Scrip- 
theraa Gsafeasfsns, T do not  f ind 

the  phrase i n  the  Scrdgtures sr i n  the Lutheran 
Confessions OP, for ghat mteer, in. QUF United 
States Constitution, Certa in ly  there i s  ns ques- 
b b n  thag some kind o f  "'sepa~atiot%"s~"is se t  faarth 
Bn t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  and the  Confessions and probably 
also in the Constitugion, bemeen the two  p o w e ~ s  
OP influences; wame%g, the secular and 6he sg i r i -  
tuab. But i t  i s  not al.~zaya sos clear haw t i ~ e s e  two 
pa%zera are ga be separated i n  a practical day-to-day 
l i v i n g  of t h e  mris&%m' and ehe non-Griskian, 
mere i s  a common life togeeher o f  mankind i n  gen- 
eral, and the= there i s  the  life s f  faith wt~ich the 
G~ristban has ,  together wigh all%, believers o f  Jes11s 
C h r i s t ,  

Listing some of the passages from Scr ip tu re  
t ha t  deal with t h i s  relatianship,  we have Romans 13: 

clearly s e t s  Esxth the t r u t h  %ha& 
g is a divine inatitutisn to which 
s obedience and personal sem lce ,  

mere are, hawever, some limitations there which - 
specify the sphere in whhh the s ta te  has the r i g h t  
ta function Iegitiaately; nmely,  it is ts be a 
terror wet to good wsrks bu t  to $he evil, and it's 
to bear the sword as a minister o f  God to us for 
good, and ts be a revenger $a execute wraeh upon 
him that does evil, etc. 

Matthew 22: 15-22 discwses the relationshgp 
between the Ewe powers, Here again, a line o f  
remarcation is dram between the two powers; and 
we are &old to  give to Caesar the tlPB&ngs tha t  are 
Caesar's, bug we are also t o  give to God the 
thirags t h a t  are Cad's, Caesar" things are liaited, 
Caesar cam-ag be a81-demawdf,ag and assme ebat he 
has absoluee ri-ght over rhe kiXa pad edueat%~n o f  
m y  being* Bug fhese two pawxs do no$ s$md i n  a 
hostile re la t ian  Zaw~krds each other bue e x i s t  
geacef~~l lg  s ide  by side, 

Xl~s kL1geburg Coaf essiaa [AC, X2CVXXX) 6dd.8 
f u r t h e r  possnges, such na jshn 13; 35, ?%la 3 :  20, 
and XI Car, Xi): 4 .  A~sRwS;IX-~ Confersalon { J U ~ ~ X V T )  
also sets down a limited restrictLon for c t v i l  au- 
Eharieg when %t quoees Aces 5~2% 

%i&k regard  te the Lugheran Confessions, the  
chief asrgicles are Frcm the Augsburg Confession 
(XVI, XFJIIE) m d  t h e  Apology (AP, ;Wll Politicel 
Order). ,4Gmrl on "Civj-1 ei~vesnp~sz-lt" lags 3oxm 
f Ave general pr fweip les  : Lawf UP c i v i l  srdlnances 
are ggod works of God; %sac who forbid  tBkese 
c&viH nf f gees t o  Chzis t ia~~s are eandemded; They 
also emdem those who do mot place. evangelical 
perfection i n  the fear o f  God and i n  f a i t h ;  The 
Gospel does not destroy the stace or the f m i l y ;  
Ghristians are bound t o  abey magistrates and laws 
save snlg whew ~awmmded t o  sin, 

AC XWIII ("~ecles ias t ical  Powera" i n  a sense 
deals only ind i rec t ly  with the temporal potser, 
sinee i t  i s  aimed ch ie f ly  ai: ecclesiastical power 
and its abuses. Note &hat here the word "power" 

i s  consistently used, Basieaflg, the 
dfstinstion i s  between the "pawer a f  t he  sward" 
(potsstas g l a d i i )  and the "pawer o f  the  Keys" 
(potestas claviurn). One muse distinguish between 
these two powers. The one power is the cornand- 
ment of God to preach the Gospel, which grants 
eternal things. The power of the sward, or of 
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at, d e d a  with other things than 
does the Gospel, because c i v i l  rulers defend not 
minds but bodies and bcdify things. Bence, the 
power of the church and the civil p m e r  must not 
be confounded. Then comes the famus passage, 
t h a t  the s p i r i t m a  pmers s h ~ u l d  not iafavade the 
function of the other by setting up and deposing 
kings, annulling temporal laws, undermining obe- 
dience t o  government, e tc . ,  e tc .  (12). And thus 
the  Lutheran answer sums up the meaning of the 
term "Separation of Church end Statef1 a s  t ha t  one 
should dis t inguish the two au tho r i t i e s  and the 
functions of the two powers, d i rec t ing  thbt both 
be held i n  honor as the highest  g i f t s  of God on 
ea r th  (18). 

It is t o  be noted t h a t  from the point of view 
of the Lutheran Confessions, the  Christ ian is 
viewed as using two powers; namely, the power 
of the  Keys and the  power of the  sword, and t h a t  
he is under the  influence of these two powers. 
Both r e a l l y  a f f e c t  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e  here on earth.  
But he has t o  l ea rn  the  difference between these 
two p w e r s  and i n  what sphere they may be l e g i t i -  
mately used. The Apology (Ap. XVI, P o l i t i c a l  
order) informs us t ha t  the writings of the Luth- 
eran theologians have illuminated the whole ques- 
t i o n  of the  d i s t i nc t i on  "between Chris t's kingdom 
and a p o l i t i c a l  kingdom." It a s s e r t s  fu r ther  t ha t  
t h i s  d i s t i nc t i on  "lets us make outward use of the  
legi t imate  p o l i t i c a l  ordinances of the  nation i n  
which we l i v e ,  j u s t  a s  i t  lets us make use of medi- 
cine,  o r  archi tecture ,  food, o r  drink, o r  a i r  (2). 
Further, the Apology reminds us t h a t  the Gospel 
has t o  do with the  forgiveness of sins and tha t  
it forbids  p r iva te  revenge. But "public redress  
through a judge is not forbidden but expressly 
commanded, and i t  is a work of God according t o  
Paul (Rom. 13: 1 f f . ) .  Now the  various kinds of 
public redress a r e  court  decisions,  punishments, 
wars, mi l i t a ry  service." (7) The Gospel brings 
e t e rna l  righteousness t o  the hear t s  while i t  

approves the  c i v i l  government (8). To avoid the 
excesses of Wycliffe, the  Lutheran confessors 
a s se r t  t h a t  one can never s a t i s f y  good consciences 
unless "they keep the  Pule i n  mind tha t  a Chris- 
tian may IegitiPPately make use of civil ordinances 
and laws" (12). The only r e s t r i c t i o n  is laid down 
i n  AC WI, hi& says that: ~rPst.Jb;ans are neces- 

ts sbeg eheir  magistrates a d  Paws, 
save only when comnanded t o  sin, for then they 
ought t o  obey God rather than man (Acts 5: 29). 

n e  mirings  of the theslogbans to d i s h  the 
&nfessforr%s refer are sbvisus$y the tslritings sf 
Luther, and certainly the most ifnportmt one would 
be his "Temporal Authority: To What Extent i t  
Should be Obeyed" (1523) (LW, 45, 81-129). For 
she modem-day student t h i s  is a cmplex piece of 
w i t i n g ,  because one needs t o  mderstand the situ- 
a t ion  i n  whfch Luther f o n d  himself and also h i s  
doctrine of the  church and h i s  doctrine of the 
twa powers; nampelg, of the Vord o f  God and of 
the swotdB Bepth of these powers belong t o  God. 
$he one pmdwes  peace and joy i n  the Holy Ghost, 
and the other  r e s t r a in s  the m-arist-fm and the 
wicked (. 87) .  Luther then goes on t o  say t ha t  
the  people who belong t o  the kingdom of God and 
a re  t rue  belikvers r ea l l y  need no temporal law o r  
sword (p. 89). Nevertheless, God ordained the  
t 1 two governments" because one cannot r u l e  the 
world by the  Gospel, although i t  is ce r t a in  t ha t  
the Christ ian would not have need s f  t he  l a w  or  
the  sword (p. 91). The Christ ian is not t o  use 
law and coercion, but  when the  cause of the  neigh- 
bor or  of the  comnunity is a t  s take he must f i gh t  
against i n ju s t i ce  with a l l  the appropriate means 
t h a t  a r e  avai lable  (pp. 94-96). Luther c a l l s  on 
the  Christ ian t o  use the  power of the  sword t o  as- 
-sist his neighbor who is being deprived of h i s  
r igh ts .  Wen one thinks about t h i s  one sees  t h a t  
there  a r e  so= tremendously important consequences 
here f o r  the Christian. 
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W e  should a l s o  keep i n  mind wha 
by the  term "church"; namely, the  c 
s a i n t s ,  the  lambs who hear  the  voice of the  ~ h e p -  
herd. Now t h e  power of the Keys is the  only th ing 
t h a t  can bu i ld  the church, but  to  ca r ry  out  the 
duty of using the Keys we organize i n t o  external 

e a l  groups o r  organizat ions.  We are no 
ehurch .In t he  s t r i c t  sense of the  Word. -- 
e c c l e s f a s t i c a l  societies we are in- 

volved both i n  ttle use of the power of the  Keys 
and also i n  carrying out  various secular  functions.  
Whether we a r e  congregations, Day School Soc ie t i e s ,  
high school associa t ions ,  or s y o d s ,  we in a cer- 
tain sense operate with both powers, because t o  
preach the  Gospel we a l s o  ca r ry  out c e r t a i n  secu- 
l a r  functions,  such as preparing for good c i t i zen-  
sh ip ,  owning property,  e t c .  Hence, Luther could, 
as is  wel l  known, urge the  mayors on t o  set  up 
Chr is t ian  schools. In  a c e r t a i n  sense he looked 
upon them a s  representing Chr is t ian  s o c i e t i e s  who 
were wielding b swords. Luther recognizes the  
r i g h t  of a gWe n t  t o  provide for educated 
c f t i ~ e n w  f o r  t reservat ion sf the  government. 
But Luther never believed t h a t  one could be forced 
i n t o  the t r u e  church of God by any power of the  
sword. Only the  power of the Keys could lead one 
i n t o  the kingdom of God. Luther was averse t o  the  
suppression of the  Anabaptists; f o r  example, by 
means of secu la r  powers: " S t i l l  i t  is no t  r i g h t  
and I t r u l y  grieve,  t h a t  these  miserable f o l k  
i . ,  the  Anabaptists) should be s o  lamentably 
murdered, burned, and tormented t o  death. We 
should allow everyone t o  bel ieve  what he w i l l s .  
If h i s  f a i t h  be false, he w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t l y  
punished i n  e t e r n a l  h e l l - f i r e .  Why then should we 
martyr these  people a l s o  i n  t h i s  world, i f  t h e i r  
e r r o r  be in f a i t h  alone and they a r e  not g u i l t y  of 
r ebe l l ion  o r  opposit ion t o  the  government? Dear 
God, how quickly a person can become confused and 
f a l l  i n t o  the  t r a p  of the  devil!  By the  Scr ip tu res  
and the Word of Gad, we ought t o  guard aga ins t  and 
withstand him. By f i r e  we  accomplish little." 
(LW, 40, 230) One f u r t h e r  point  ought t o  be mentioned 

:lere; namely, "a$: Luther sessms?iazes &hag the 
g=i>j is gbe essential un i t  a d  that the  parents 

pug over %he chPldsea, whether they age Ch118- 
i~ims o r  nclta 

-Gsu9- ;-<:;&pi 
>-A&*% b B i e ;  

c?- >:=$* -e. ,: ..aq-*+> -=* am :< 
<~&*s&Qp j=,QG $63 

Brig finaacial a id  ro re l ig ion  i n  e very ~ e a f  sense, 
i)a%fin Oaks, of tho ignlverstty o f  Fnicag~ Lglv S e h o ( ~ P ~  
sald twelve years ago that  "one o f  the strangest 
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anmalies in ehe madem fsmework of chuzch-state 
relagisns i s  the apparent Mllingness s f  those who 
pro tesg  even the  snraflest state r e c o ~ i r i o n  fog 
a i d  to re l igion,  to accept d t h o u t  E,ibigatiaa %he 
massive gove subsidy inhereat in %he v a r t ~ u g  
tax eancess%ons to religious orga~- iza t ions  '' 
(me Begween Church and Stage*  Ealaiz Qsk,~, 
e-------- X-P=--* 

editor, 3. 3d Chicagc F-es.;, 196.9, - .  3u22.i noy& 

church i s  invalved in these ae~iv-92~:~5,  5ts prisar- 
coxace%-% 1s with  the sc!.riti?ak ;f%t.c%, H l f e  amxi sal- - -  ---- 
va t ian;  and the secular a f f e c t  is secondary, With- 
out t r y i n g  t o  UXXT~VBB all stag,eaents of Luther 
regarding the  so-called "Segarizat%~u o f  @lauarch and 
Ei~ate" problem, i t  seema "b me $hat <I' we would 
~ecogn lze  ehsg operating laere a's a principle %~hlaicil 
same madem pol i tgea l  scienti,sts ealX "the primacv 
a f  the secular affeers," we aeed no2 a p o l ~ g l z e  fo r  
Luther. Arnd we ce r t a in ly  need not %a mc~rnfortable 
if the s&aEe, recognaiaiag the secular e f f e c t  whfch 
OUP s p l r f t ~ a 1  mrk produces. reimburses us fo r  it. 

f i e  =in thing is9 O$ course, &hat we do s o t  lose I 

OUZ freedm, 

But etemd v%gilance i s  the prfee o f  ZBberty, 
Henee we must ask aurselvervhe%har erndcation as  
su& is the presagative o f  the state, Are we Beg- 
ging the  Mate p r e - a p t  fie chbld and g t s  edaca- 
C A ~ ?  DO W e  3%6$o Lutherp We f C  
our fellow-citizen 6 b t  he retain h%s r i gh t  t o  
educate h f s  e h i f d ~ e a ,  since t h i s  i s  5n accord 
w i  h e  d i e  a ?  %& see= 90 m e  chat we hoe  
already by defaule turned dependence and can%ro% 
aver to the state, i n  a large measure, because o f  
ghe f a c t  tha t  we were lu l l ed  dn%o thbakfng tba$ 
ehe s&aee could be a neutral  agent %n education, 

h o t h e r  Pastor we must pzofoundfy study i s  
wheehar an educational spstea can be neueral and 
whether or  not the stahe edueatisnal system i s  not 
teaching the relig%on o f  secularism, In %he De- 
cember 1965 I iavestg- 
gated t h i s  probPea i n  some depeh i n  an ar t ic le ,  
"The Phrbloscphfc and &ligiavs Ps~llldatioas o f  
Modem Educati~a." Suff fce ir g o  say here t ha t  
as a sumarg % shal l  quo$e a legter by E,  Earle 
E l l i s ,  professor o f  BPblieal aeudies a g  New B~uns- 
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who aPgue against State Md t o  parochial schools) 

that the p a b P I ~  schssP is re l ig ious ly  neu- 
t r a l  and that its exelusive elaim upon the t a -  
payer's dollar poses, therefore, no questions o f  
religious libezey, These assmpefons, however, 
are patently false. h y  education that rises above 
the level of the playpen has a religious dinaansian 
implicit within it, for it rests upan assmpti~nas 
and addresses questisns about man and the world 
that are htrins ical ly  religious* mis dimeasion 
2s especially pronounced in such subjects as litera- 
twe, history, and sacgal studies, where, %n the 
selection sf t e x t s  and in the mwmaer and context of 
presentat%on, a w~rld--v%ew i s  PnstfPled,  day in esnd 
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day out ,  i n  the minds of the  pupils. The myth of 
re l ig ious  neu t r a l i t y  i n  public education repre- 
sen ts  a curious blindness t o  t h i s  fact ."  I 
not add more t o  t h i s  a t  the present time, although 
it is worthy of ser ious  discussion, except t o  say 
t ha t  i f  a y o n e  doubts the  -act of an educational 
system on its students,  simply consider the senior 
college a t  Fs r t  Wape and Seminex. 

To help judge the present s i t ua t i on  and t o  put  
th is  matter oh gave aid to private educa- 
tion in the proper perspective, l e t  me give a little 
history. The first amendment says: "Congress shall 
make  no l a w  respecting an establishment of re l ig ion  
or prohibf t ing  the free exercise thereof," etc. . and 
then i t  goes on t o  the  abridgement of freedom of 
speeeh, e t c .  This statement was something of a 
compromise, but one csn probably get some idea of 
 at the or ig ina l  fiaaaers of the Coneatitutisa had 
in mind when one looks a t  the or iginal  formulation 
of this amendment which was suggested by Madison, 
fro was in charge of preparing the B i l l  o f  Rights: 
"The civil rights of none shall be abridged on 
account of religious belief or worship, nor s h a l l  
any national re l ig ion  be established; nor shall 
the f u l l  and equal r i g h t s  of conscience be abridged." 
I think t h a t  today we can say t h a ~  nearly a l l  the  
emphasis i s  on the  establishment clause and hardly 
any emphasis on the freedom of re l ig ion  clause, 
taking in to  account the  f u l l  and equal r i g h t s  of 
conscience. This is probably due t o  the 1947 
Everson Case, where Jus t i ce  Black wrote the  major- 
ity opinion and quoted from a pr iva te  l e t t e r  of 
Jefferson (who incidental ly  wasn't even a t  the  
Continental Congress when the  B i l l  of Rights was 
adopted) which spoke of the "wall of separation. " 
Up t o  that time the  Supreme Court had not dea l t  
with t h i s  matter, except i n  1899 when i t  sa id  t ha t  
it was cons t i tu t iona l  f o r  the  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia 
and' the Surgeon General of the  U. S. t o  give funds 
t o  a Catholic hosp i ta l  run by nuns i n  Washington 

wJbth %ih$ch they were going t o  comstrwt  a wfwg to 
house an i so l a t i on  ward f o r  contagfools disremes. 
The court  distinguished between the  hosp i ta l  as a 
corporation or an organizational form and the nuns 
w h ~  worked in it, recognfzing t h a t  the hospi ta l  was 

g a public service.  It is t rue ,  however, 
during the  1870's and 80's the  so-called Blaine 

c%ment was added t o  many s t a t e  coas t f tu t i sns ,  as 
i t  wae dong here Bnr Mmessta traenty yeass after the 
original const i tu t ion was adopted. This amendment 
forbade any tax money t o  go t o  religious schools. 

In a pr%rctfca%. way, Cangress recsowizsd f i a t  
private schools render a public  service by educating 
students and that the students were entitled t o  bene- 
fits ghat went t o  those attending nsn-public schosls 
For example, during the 1930's the  NYA Legislatian 
ppovided money for all colleges,  and these modes 
were used by the C~neordfas, DmC, Wsrthwesten 
College, euad also here at Mthany9 here  a couple 
of our older pastors were along putting in a new 
sewer s y s t a  a d  paid by the W A  funds, In  1945, 
the firsr G I  Bill was passed, which not only gave 
ehe returnsefsg veterans same money to pay their 
tult isn,  books, and l iving evens-, but a l so  re- 
bbursed $he colleges direct ly  for the eqense sus- 
tafsled i n  enrolling GI%* Here at Mthany, owe of 
my f i r s t  jobs ass fmed me by Dr, Plvisaker,  then 
president,  was to work with our bookkeeper, Sophia 
hde r son ,  t o  cost-account the  ac tua l  cos t  per  c r ed i t  
hour fo r  educating students here. This cost  was 
detemined and the  government paa$d Bethany d i r ec t l y  
the  difference between what the  students paid and 
w h a t  the  actual cost  was. The only s t i pu l a t i on  was 
that our f igur ing would be audited t o  see whether 
o r  not we had in f l a t ed  the figures. I am sorry t o  
report  t h a t  a t  t ha t  t i m e  f was a novice as a regis-  
trar, and M i s s  Sophia Anderson was a lso  somewhat 
new, and we were both conservative, with the  r e s u l t  
that our £%gums were "underflated," with the fur- 
t he r  result t ha t  Bethany should have picked up much 
more money than it did, A t  any r a t e ,  no outcry was 
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ra i sed  regarding this systa, although when the  
Koacean GI B i l l  c i n t o  e f f e c t ,  t h i s  was done 
away with i n  the ear ly  195Q9s,  with the  r e s u l t  
that GI's went anare t o  the public colleges t h a  to 
the  prgvate colleges which had begun tx ra%se 
their t u i t i o n  t o  m e t  their e q e n s e s ,  

With the increasing i n f l a t i on  m d  the  impact 
of Sputnik, Congress passed several laws to help 
higher educatbon, notably the most important ones 
were the National Defense Education A c t  of 1958, 
the Higher Educa%ion FacB%%ties A c t  of 1963, and 
the  Higher Education Act of 1965, It was recog- 
nized by $he Congress t h a t  private colleges were 
perfoming as publ ie  function md t ha t  in sme way 
they ought ts be reimbursed for  helping take care 
Qf the tidal wave 05 students that were r o l l i n g  
in to  the colleges, h d  so certain linited grm$s 
were made to &he colleges and also go the s tuden t s  
d o  attended these private colleges, mere were 
some restrictions, Notably, the "'Civil Rights Act 
of %96bBg (PI Le 88-352) carried ebfs statement i n  
Tic%@ VI, S e c ,  W%: "No person i n  tbe United 
States shal l ,  an the  gromd of race, eolsa, o r  
natpoaal arfgin,  be excluded froa pa~edcfpattsn 
fn,  be denied the benefits of ,  sr be subjected t a  
discriafnation or acliviey receiving Federal fd- 
nancial assistance," mis clause becme standard 
in the higher educaticpn acts m d  also in &he Ele- 
mentary and Secondary Education Act of L96S8 

But Congress wasted to be very careful that 
there  would be no control exerted by the Federal 
Government on the process s f  education at  the  eol- 
leges. Therefate, fo r  example, the "Higher Educa- 
tion Act of 1965," under T i t l e  VIII, Sec. 804, 
carried &his statemrat:  "'Nothing contained i n  
t h i s  Act s h a l l  be constmed t o  authorize any de- 
partment, agency, of f i ce r ,  ox employee of the  
United S ta tes  to  exercise any direct ion,  supervi- 
sion,  o r  control  over the curriculum, program of 
ins t ruc t ion ,  administrat ion,  or  personnel of any 

educational ins t i tu t ioa ,  or aver the se lec t ion  of 
l i b r a ry  resdurced by any educational i n s t i t u t i on .  " 

would t h  t h a t  t h i s  would lay to rest the 
c a d  which st%;%l eeetme to circulate, that one 
cannot have BI Bible %n eRe l ib ra ry .  

'Taaeape has been, especially since the %94OSs, 
a push &o c d l  oa the gove t, not only to 
etlidnebte m y  a i d  t o  prBva gmizations ( s ~ h a o f  s 
partieulatly), even though they are rendering a 
publie  sewice ts the corntry which natalan 
a t h e m i ~ e  m u f d  have to provide, but d s o  to ikw 
pose on prha te  aad rel8gisus organizations re- 
strictioas that may cme into conflict w i t h  thefr 
conscience ss that theif fu l l  and equal rights o f  
conscience are abridged, P f  one does a l i t t l e  in- 
vestigating, one will quickly see rhae t h i s  drive 
has beea spear-headed in the lest ehirty years by 

the AUFSCAS) , the ACLU, the N U ,  the 
ican Jewish Congress). b e  mst give 

them credit that they have been most successful, 
especially in recent years, in promulgating the 
idea of the need for a single  maaolithic school 
syseem h i c h  inculcaCes the  latesg doctrines o f  
the day under the lrmbrella of religious neutral- 
i t y ,  me t rue  nature o f  the beliefs sf the hard- 
core POAU only came to light recently when they 
went on record for m l i m i & e d  abortions, 

A brief  look at sanne recent Supreme Court deci- 
sions w i l l  indicate thegr success, me Cachrm 
Case (1930) held that it w a s  not wong to provide 
for free distribution of non-sectaria eextbooks 
to private as well as public  s@ha@16, m the bas i s  
that the  students and net the schools were the 
beneficiaries. The Everson Case (19471, while it 
promulgated the "wall9' idea  o f  Justiee Black, okayed 
money for bus transportation also for private school 
children, since this w a s  considered a legitimate 
public safety measure. The McMollm Decision (1948) 
held i t  was unconst i tu t ional  when a school d i s t r i c t  
allowed representat ives  of various reaigions t o  come 
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t o  the public school premims during school hours 
far religisus instruction, Z~rach Case (1952) 

the Court relming somwhat its more extrae 
absolute separation in  favor of mderate g P ~ ~ o p e r -  
ati~esbseparation by a l l m i n g  relemed time f x m  
public school during the schsol hours ta go e s  
mother place fez instructkon, In 1948 tbere 
seemed to be a change sn  $he p a r t  sf  the Court i n  
ghe UPea a s e ,  where the Gouxt upheld the New 
Pork State Law gsovfdfng free eexebssks for 
children i n  prfvata as we19 as publ ic  sehaols as 
having a purpose that was essetrat8allg secular 
for the  gubffc welfare, and a pri-mary e f f e e t  t ha t  
w a s  secular rather hhm r d I g $ m s  as far  as t h e  
State was csncemed, alkhough there mfght h c i -  
dentally be a benefit t o  private and r e l i g i o u s  
schools. In 1970, in  the Valz Case, ehe Supreme 
Court also upheld as censtitutional tax e x a p t i o n s  
for  r e l i g ious  institurfons, including church- 
related sehcols, since t h i s  w a s  thought: to be a 
traditional and pemissible fom of eacoursgement 
t o  re l ig ion ,  showing a benevolent neu t ra l i ty .  One 
mfght n w  think t ha t  m y b e  P8AU wasn'e ~ O Q  SUCC~SS- 

fu l ,  b u t  i n  1971 erne the Lmon m d  DiCensc Gases, 
where the Court deelared unconstitutional publ ic  
subs idies  for the secular eontent of church-relaged 
duea tdon  a d  also eRe papen9 s f  salaries of 
~eackers s f  secular sub jee t s  i n  church-related 
schools. Here the fear of excessive entanglement 
was set farthe But in the Nyquist and SSloan Cases 
in 1973, the Supreme Court went a very long way in 
eatisfying the highest eqectatioas of BOAU. 
Court declared that tuition grants and tuition re- 
imbursements and tax credits for tuitions paid i n  
church-related schools were unconstitutional, 

lChe f d P  sweep of these last decisions has 
probably not been grasped by many of us. For the 
t h e  being I shaff pass g the fmplfca$%~ns of 
the Lemon Decisim, that implies that parents, or 
other groups, for that matter, are noe to organize 
and enter into pol i t ica l  act iv i ty ,  because this 

might induce pol i t i ca l  division concerning the 
funding of church-related education. It i s  a 
real question with constitutional lawyers whether 
or not the c s w t  is deprivfag citizens of oae of 
the fundamental rights cf speech. assembly, and 
petition -- d l  thought to have been guaranteed 
by the First Amendment, L e t  me cal l  your atten- 
tion, however, m l y  ta the bpP iea t i sn  of t k e  
op%n.nion that tsx credits lor tuiticn paid i n  
church-related sehools are unccnstitutional, The ' 
&if ferenee beeween a gax eredf & m d  a tax deduc- 
%ion i s  not one s f  essence ba t  aerely one of 
degree; i n  a tax deduction o ~ e  subtracts h i s  g i f t  
es ehe ehu~ch  sr school o f  h i s  choice frm has 
adjusted gross income, whi le  in a tax credi t  he 
subtracts ehe deduetfon from h i s  acgua1 tax Ifa- 
b i l i t y .  Right aow i t  boi l s  dom te t h i s ,  t ha t  if 
you donate money t o  a school you may deduct t h i s  
arnom~ for income eax purposes, bae if you pay 
Cuitbon you ams t  deduct it, 

me State's real power lies in ehe power to 
tax. Right now t h a t  power t o  tsx i n  t h e  f i e l d  of 
education f s  directed tava9ds taxfng f o ~  one adu- 
catisaaf philosophy; namely, Secular Humanism, To 
show you which way the wind i s  blowlng, recent ly  
(1970) &he state o f  Minnesota rescinded a pare o f  
i t s  original constitution adopted in 1857 
(k t f c l e  IX, Sec, 11, h i e h  aeHgnowledges that the 
State's p m e ~  of tmat ion  shal l  never be surren- 
dered, or contracted away, but nwerthelese in- 
sisted, n~ doubt so that the freedom of conscience 
to  pursue me's  religion would be protected, that 
cemeteries, hospfbals, churches, sehosfs, colleges,  
"and all seminaxies of learningsw etc., "shall be 
exempt from taxation." It is now l e f %  to wh5m of 
ashatever legislature that may be in session whether 
to tax or not to tax. 

To round off this brief study, E should cal l  
attention to  three Supreme Court decisisns that 
conceivably could have some bearing on restoring 
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fie r i gh t s  of parents t o  choose whatever education 
they want fo r  t h e i r  children without a penalty, 
but which r ea l l y  have not come i n t o  play i n  the  
school cases. I n  the  f i r s t ,  the Torcaso Case of 
1961, the Court maintained that there  "are r e l i -  
gions b a e d  on a belief i n  the existence of &d 
and religions founded on d i f f e r en t  beliefs." One 
of the l a t t e r  religions which "do not teach a be- 
lief in t he  existence of God," s a i d  the Court, i s  
"Secular Humenism," etc. Incidenta l ly ,  the Court's 
definition o f  re l ig ion  here is i n  hamany with the 
Book o f  Concord (LC 1, 5-10). In the Sherbert- 
Verner Case (19631% the Supreme Caurt he ld  t ha t  a 
woman who had become a Seventh Day Adventist was 
e n t i t l e d  t o  unemployment caanpensiatioa benefits 
when she could not  for conscience sake take a job 
which necessitated working on Saturday. The 3%- 
emplogrment Security Canmission had ruled t h a t  as 
Mrs. Sherbert refused t o  work on Saeurday because 
of he r  r e l i g i o u s  beliefs,  her  employment: was not 
"invcluntary," aad bhak therefore she could not 
ealheet unemployment pay. The Court said: "The 
r u l i n g  forces her  to choose between following Ehe 
precepts o f  her religion and f o r f e i t i n g  benefits, 
sa the one hand, and abandoning one of the  precepts 
o f  her re l ig ion  in order t o  accept work, on the 
other hand. S O ,  the gwe nt cannot force a 
c i t i zen  into t ha t  dilemma. It cannot force a citi- 

e a choice between his re l ig ious  beliefs 
and welfare benefits .  So the Court declared fur -  
t he r  i n  the Sherbert Case: "Governmental imposition 
of such a choice puts the same kind of burden upon 
the free exercise of re l ig ion  as would a f i n e  im- 
posed against  appelant fo r  he r  Saturday worshlp. " 
And the decision concluded with these words: "It 
is too l a t e  i n  the day t o  doubt t ha t  the  l i b e r t i e s  
of re l ig ion  and expression may be infringed by the  
denial. or placing of conditions upon a benef i t  o r  
a privilege." And then there is the more recent 
Yoder Case (1972) by which the Amish i n  Wisconsin 
were excused from the compulsory school attendance 
laws. The Chief Jus t ice  who wrote the  Majority 

Opinion made three  important points  : 1) That 
re l ig ion  is a l a rge  ele8lent i n  education; 2) That 
parents have p r io r  tights; 3) that the public 
&sol philosogptay %e hosti le  to the h i s h  way 0% 

l i f e .  

Now it seems to me that th i s  a p h a s i s  on the 
Breedom clause in 6he First hendment oughe to be 
appl ied  in ag? gave nml a i d  to edueatioa prob- 
1 mete w e  peaple whose conscience tells them 
to send theit  chi kdren to a church-related ins t i tu- 
tian for their education, but they can't afford it, 
%at resposea.@ibili5%ies do we have as citizens who 
uphold the free exercise o f  rd%g%sn clause, to 
help them Pw t h e i r  struggle against t h i s  massive 
force of the purblic d u c a t t o n  monopoly arrayed 
against them? Shouldn't we use, a s  the Apology 
says, 'bith safety" legi t imate  civil ordinances, 
such as puB19e redress, etc,? Luther, as you 
know, in h i s  brochure on "Temporal Authority: To 
mat Extent i t  Should be O b e ~ d , ' '  said that you 
may suffer injustice towards yourself as a t rue 
Christian but ghat you should "tolerate no injus-  
C f c @  tawasd your neighbor, me Gospel does not 
forbid this; fn fact, fn sther places it actually 
csmands it. '"LW, 45,  96) 

1 reco@fze that the present situation i n  %shich 
w f h d  ~ u r s e l w s  is mst complex and tha t  ehere 
are dangers on every side.  As I sa id ,  e t e rna l  v igi-  
lance is the pr ice  of l iber ty .  Our Synod, during 
the  past  twelve o r  f i f t e e n  years, has been forced 
t o  look iflto these matters much more deeply than 
i t  had i n  previous decades. And the  Synod has 
cautiously passed some resolut ions  t o  the  e f f e c t  
t h a t  the  matter  of receiving governmental a i d  t o  
its school is per se an adiaphoron, remembering 
tha t  one must be very careful .  WELS, too, r i gh t ly  
warns t h a t  a l l  be a l e r t  t o  the  dangers, but  a f t e r  
studying a report  from its Advisory Committee on 
Education, agreed with regard t o  governmental a id  
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t o  education t h a t  t h i s  l a y  i n  the area of adiaphora 
and was mot necessa r i ly  a confusion of Church and 
S t a t e  (See Report of 39th Convention of WELS, 
~ u g u s t  9-16. 1967, p. 186). It is indeed t r u e  
t h a t  t h i s  was something of a revers ion of the 1963 
statement they had adopted but  some of the  &JELS 
educators have done some studying, tw, during 
these  years. If I may be permitted an expression 
of opinion, I would say t h a t  i e  was unfortunate 
t h a t  this 1967 resolut ion was such an excellently 
well-kept synodical secret that a l a r g e  number of 
people were not aware af it u n t i l  the  CN published 
a poreion af a lengthy resolut ion o f  Pastor Koch 
and pare of the Mte OBive Lutheran murch sf 
Colorado Springs,  charging WELS with several 
points of false doctrine. Among the 50 or  60 
"Whereases" there was one tha t  charged WELS w i t h  
refusing ts heed the e&oreations of the Esrd 
when Wisconsin Ltltheran High School of Milwaukee 
received some a id  under the ESM o f  $965. But 
there i s  as need t o  rehearse tha t  here sfnse  the 
controversy was pretty-well aired in the press. 

Among the sticky issues arising from t h i s  
present C O ~ ~ F W ~ P S ~  over 8 0 ~ e  ental and 
~ ' m  thinkgag of the las t  Supreae Court decision, 
note that the  tax credi t  was dismi9sed as uncon- 
s t i t u t i o n a l .  The tax c r e d i t ,  course, would go 
t o  the parents  bu t ,  SO the  ar entation went, 
the  parents  were merely "conduits o r  channels" f o r  
government a i d  t o  church-related schools,  and 
the re fo re  i t  must be unconst i tu t ional .  This type 
of argument d i s t o r t s  the  fundamental r o l e  of par- 
e n t s  a s  responsible persons who exerc i se  t h e i r  
freedom of choice over t h e i r  ch i ld ren  i n  what 
they consider t h e i r  chi ldren 's  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  
This is no t  only contrary  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  po in t  
of view of parents  as the  fundamental i n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  family, bu t  t h e  Supreme Court has a l s o  ref- 
o g n i ~ e d  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  (1925, t h e  Oregon Case) 
and so has  the  United Nationst Declarat ion of 
Human Rights. Parents  have a r i g h t  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  

educakian a f  &heir  children, and they are nsg 
merely, as S O ~ E O ~ B .  ha8 saids "the mems b a t  rather 
e h ~   US@," 
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Lu&hr-k% basks,  Duke George o f  Zaxony hzd or 
Febr~lary PO, 1522, issued a s%milxau order t o  a l l  
h i s  off3-c%aZs9 and he had also proscrib& Luther's 
e m  w T e n  SQ Lugher says:  "If y ~ a r  
prince OX e e ~ ~ r a l  r u l e r  eemands you t o  s ide w i t h  
the  Pope, to believe thus and so,  sr to g e t  rid QE 
eer%abn books, you should say, ' ~ t  i s  not fitting 
thae Lucffes should s i t  at the  side s f  God, , . . 

and me t~ believe ox get rfd of cesgain 
11 not obey; f o r  then you are a tyrant 

md over-reach yg~rurself, e anding where you have 
neither the r i g h t  nor the apnthoritf " (p ,  11%). 
And so  Luther  boldly tells the  people that they 



t o  education t h a t  t h i s  l a y  i n  the area of adiaphora 
and was mot necessa r i ly  a confusion of Church and 
S t a t e  (See Report of 39th Convention of WELS, 
~ u g u s t  9-16. 1967, p. 186). It is indeed t r u e  
t h a t  t h i s  was something of a revers ion of the 1963 
statement they had adopted but  some of the  &JELS 
educators have done some studying, tw, during 
these  years. If I may be permitted an expression 
of opinion, I would say t h a t  i e  was unfortunate 
t h a t  this 1967 resolut ion was such an excellently 
well-kept synodical secret that a l a r g e  number of 
people were not aware af it u n t i l  the  CN published 
a poreion af a lengthy resolut ion o f  Pastor Koch 
and pare of the Mte OBive Lutheran murch sf 
Colorado Springs,  charging WELS with several 
points of false doctrine. Among the 50 or  60 
"Whereases" there was one tha t  charged WELS w i t h  
refusing ts heed the e&oreations of the Esrd 
when Wisconsin Ltltheran High School of Milwaukee 
received some a id  under the ESM o f  $965. But 
there i s  as need t o  rehearse tha t  here sfnse  the 
controversy was pretty-well aired in the press. 

Among the sticky issues arising from t h i s  
present C O ~ ~ F W ~ P S ~  over 8 0 ~ e  ental and 
~ ' m  thinkgag of the las t  Supreae Court decision, 
note that the  tax credi t  was dismi9sed as uncon- 
s t i t u t i o n a l .  The tax c r e d i t ,  course, would go 
t o  the parents  bu t ,  SO the  ar entation went, 
the  parents  were merely "conduits o r  channels" f o r  
government a i d  t o  church-related schools,  and 
the re fo re  i t  must be unconst i tu t ional .  This type 
of argument d i s t o r t s  the  fundamental r o l e  of par- 
e n t s  a s  responsible persons who exerc i se  t h e i r  
freedom of choice over t h e i r  ch i ld ren  i n  what 
they consider t h e i r  chi ldren 's  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .  
This is no t  only contrary  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  po in t  
of view of parents  as the  fundamental i n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  family, bu t  t h e  Supreme Court has a l s o  ref- 
o g n i ~ e d  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  (1925, t h e  Oregon Case) 
and so has  the  United Nationst Declarat ion of 
Human Rights. Parents  have a r i g h t  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  

educakian a f  &heir  children, and they are nsg 
merely, as S O ~ E O ~ B .  ha8 saids "the mems b a t  rather 
e h ~   US@," 
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md over-reach yg~rurself, e anding where you have 
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And so  Luther  boldly tells the  people that they 



should not turn over to  the officials a single 
page, "not even a letter, on pain  of losing their 
salvatfonO" It seems t o  me that the situation 
Christians are facing today is closely parallel 
to that of Luther's time, 

These last times are beeming dreadful. But 
P believe that we would not violate any divine 
law if we stand on our constitutfonal rights to 

- have these inequities eorrected, A t  least we 
would be in hamany with the Apology, which in- 
s i s t ~  that "a Christian can use with safety" 
feg%timate c i v i l  ordinances, 




